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eriod of the session, we had better come to 
, vote upon this question, and settle this thing, 
one way or another. 1 want to know, when, one 
of these days, we annex the Sandwich Islands, 
whether King Ka-me-ha-me-haisto be incorporated 
among the executive officers of this Government 
by operation of law? ([Laughter.} I want to 
know whether, when Cuba comes into our pos- 
session, her custom-house officers, who have been 
making so much trouble there, are to be incorpo- 
rated among thé executive officers of the Govern- 
ment? {rather think that we had better take a 
little time in the consideration of this subject, and 
sote this proposition down. — : 
Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 
The question was then taken on the Senate’s 
amendment; and it was non-concurred in. 
Fourteenth amendment: 


ind be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States, within thirty days after the passage hereof, 
shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three captains, 
two commanders, and two lieutenants, which board shall 
inve stigate the conduct, character, and standing of all the 
officers of the grades of captains, commanders, lieuten- 
ants, passed midshipmen, and masters in the line of pro- 
motion, and shall ascertain and report to the Secretary of 
the Navy, under such rules and regulations as he may pre- 
eribe, every Officer of said grades that said board shall 
deem incompetent or disqualified to discharge promptly his 
whole duty ashore or afloat; and in every case the said 
hoard shall report, in two separate classes, such officers as 
the interests of the service require should be dismissed, and 
such as should be placed out of the line of promotion, with 
its reasons for the same: Provided, That, pon said bdard, 
officers shall not investigate, vote, or report upon officers 
ofasenior grade. Uponthe return of the reports of the 
board to the Seeretary of the Navy, he shall, so far as the 
President shall approve the same, cause those officers who 
may be reported for dismissal, to be dismissed the service, 
with six months’ sea service pay; and those who may be 
reported for withdrawal from the line of promotion, to be 
so withdrawn, upon pay which shall not be more than three 
fifths, nor less than one fifth their sea service pay respect- 
ively, to be determined and approved by the President: 
Provided, That passed midshipmen and masters in the line 
of promotion, so reported in the second class, shall be 
dropped from the service, and shall thereupon receive one 
year’s sea service pay. The said board shall be convened 
and regulated as the Secretary may direct; and he shall 
ascertain, in such manner as he may deem just and expe- 
dient, the services, standing, and character of the officers 
of the grades aforesaid, and submit the same to the poard 
for its better information: Provided, That the promotions 
which may be made in consequence of such dismissals 
and withdrawals, shall reduce the grade of commanders to 
seventy, which shall hereafter be the number of said grade. 


Mr. PHELPS took the floor. 

Mr.SKELTON. I wonder that these gentle- 
men occupy thefloorallthetime. Have the naval 
committee nothing to say about naval affairs? 

Mr. PHELPS. I willingly yield the floor. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this provision incorporated in this bill 
isa part of a bill reported by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and now in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to be acted upon. 
| think that that portion of the bill embraced in 


late f 


this proposition is too important to be acted upofi | 


at so short a notice, and with so little discussion. 
| hope, therefore, it will be stricken out; because, 
when that discussion comes before the House, I 
shall desire at least an hour to discuss the propo- 
sition in favor of this retired list. Therefure, for 
the purpose of facilitating business, | simply de- 
sire, as one of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to have this amendment stricken out, and lefi to the 
next session, when we act upon the bill which 
embraces that proposition. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I hope the committee will in- 
dulge me for a moment to say something about 
thisamendment. Inasmuch as the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. Sxexron] has said that thisisa 


- of a bill reported here by the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs, [ desire to say a word or two about 
it. If my friend will examine it particularly, he 
will find that this amendment is not a part of the 
bill presented here by that committee. I consider 
this a very different thing from the provisions of 
the bill of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SKELTON. The gentléman will allow 
me to say that it embraces the principles contained 
in yest of the bill. 


r. BOCOCK. It may embrace the principles |} not be hastily made. 
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| of part of the bill, but the bill reported by the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs has in it other im- 
| portant, almost vital, principles, connecting them- 
| Selves with this, without which this thing of a 


retired list will not be efficient, and is not desira- 
ble. If, however, Mr. Chairman, I were perfectly 
satisfied that the bill to which the gentleman has 
referred would come up at the next session, meet 
with a fair and deliberate discussion, and be acted 
on by the House in good faith, | would go with 
him for voting down this proposition now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will lend my aid to getting 
the bill alluded to discussed next session. 

Mr. BOCOCK. But it is not now with mea 


| question of what is right; it is a question of what 


we can get. 
This thing is not satisfactory to me. Itis crude; 


it has very many objections. 
It is buta temporary expedient at best. But for 


| years past, those who have had the Navy in 


charge have sued here at the door of this House 
for the admission of reforms, and it has never 
They have spent weeks and months 


Mr. Chairman. I desire to say here that this 


| principle of a retired list—because | believe a 
| great prejudice exists against it—is one of econ- 


omy, as wellasreform. Men now inthe Navy are 
practically retired. I find men in the Navy upon 


| the captains list, the commanders list, and even 
| upon the lieutenants list, retired for life, because 


they are incompetent to render services. And 


| the simple question about the retired list is, shall 
| those men, retired in fact, and incompetent for 


service, stand there upon the list, receiving their 


| regular leave of absence pay, and stand in the way 
| of younger and more efficient men, who have the 
| interest of the Navy at heart, and the honor of 


their country in their affections ? 
The gentleman over the way [Mr. Sketron} 


| talked the other day about civil pensions. But 


why talk about civil pensions? There isno danger 
of a system of civil pensions being established in 


this country; but he talks about it, because he is a 
| man sagacious enough to know that if this thing 


is to be attacked at all, it must be attacked in the 


| flank, and net in front; that it must be attacked 
| by prejudice and not by reason. 
| are odious. 
| the House believe that this is a system of civil 


Civil pensions 
The gentleman is desirous of making 


pensions; but he must have studied a different 
vocabulary, and had different sources of informa- 


| tion from any thing | have had access to, if he can 


show to me, that paying a man upon the retired 
list of the Navy, is a civil pension. 
[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. PHELPS. I hope the two amendments 
I have this to say in 
relation to the matter: The very argument of the 
| gentleman from Virginia ought to convince the 


| committee that this is an improper time to attempt 


to adopt suchanamendment. It is proposed that 
you shall appoint a board of officers, who shall 
examine and report those officers in the Navy of 
the United States who are to be dismissed from 
service. It is also provided that the board of offi- 
cers shall report a list of such officers, above a 
certain grade, who, in their opinion, ought to be 
retired and placed out of the line of promotion: 
And if you retire them, you must, of necessity, 
retire them upon pay. You must retire them 
upon pay or leave. 
some other provision is made in a subsequent 
section for their pay when retired. Now, l am 
opposed to any plan introduced at this time for the 
reform and reorganization of the Navy of the 
United States. If you are to reform it, let a plan 
be brought before us in a separate bill, when we 
can. have time to examine it with deliberation, and 
not attach it to the naval appropriation bill, sent 
in to us, as the Senate have done now, when the 
| sands of the session are just about running out. 
The amendment proposes a reduction in the 

It proposes a reduction 
of the number of captains. It pgoposes various 
| changes, which are very important, and should 
I hope, therefore, that the 





[ have the impression that | 
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committee will not concur in the amendment of 
the Senate. 


Mr. SKELTON, I will not occupy the atten- 
tion of the committee for more than two or three 
minutes, 

Mr. WALSH. [hope the gentleman will not, 
for if this debate lasts much longer, two thirds of 
the House will be asleep. { Laughter. } 

Mr.SKELTON. | am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, and only 
desire to say in reply to my colleague upon the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, that | am as anxious 
as he is to effect a reorganization of the Navy of 
the United States. I am as anxious as the chair- 
man of our committee, or any other member of it, 
to get rid of all the lumber that now disgraces and 
encumbers the service. But, sir, | am not in 
favor of concurring with the Senate in the ; lan 
which they have emtraced in this bill. 1 will only 
say in conclusion, that | hope the whole subject 
will be postponed until the next session, and then 
I will most hearti y cooperate with thee chairman 
of the Naval Committee in getting this matter be- 
fore the House, and in accomplishing a thorough 
reorganization of the Navy. " 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. CUMMING. I move to increase the 
number of commanders to eighty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair gives notice 
that he will confine gentlemen in their remarks 
strictly to an explanation of their amendments. 

Mr. CUMMING. I think that at this time of 
the world, what we have heard to-night in refer- 
ence to the Navy is just about as uncalled for and 
as unwarranted and unexpected an accusation 
brought against the Navy of the United Statés as 
anything could have been. Sir, | consider the 
American Navy the 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must 
confine himself to the explanation of hig amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CUMMING. Sir, I will do so. I was 
proceeding to say that | considered this a very 
improper time to come forward and accuse the 
personnel of the Navy of being lumber. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire tosay that I am the 
last man upon this floor to make charges against 
the Navy; but I think the present organization 
is avery bad one. 

Mr. CUMMING. I sat and listened, when I 
first came into this Hall, to the highest eulogiums 
of a gallant naval officer for what he had recently 
done to sustain the dignity of his country. He 
was lauded, and justly so. Now, if a change is 
desired in the present condition of the officers, let 
there be an increase; do not decrease their num- 
ber. But, for God’s sake, after all we have heard 





| of the glory of the Navy, and the gallant and com- 


mendable conduct of Commander Ingraham, do 
not talk of the Navy as though it were some old 
lumber or trash, stored in a garret, and to be 
tossed out on the first opportunity. I now with- 
draw my amendment. 

The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the grounds and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging, known as the Memphis navy- 
yard, in Shelby county, Tennessee, be, and the same is 
hereby, ceded to the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
Memphis, for the use and benefit of said city; and that the 


| Secretary of the Na’y order the commandant of said navy- 


| yard, at Memphis, to surrender to the mayor of Memphis 


|| for the Navy is continued. 


said property: Provided, That the accounting officers of 
the Treasury, in settling the account of the late navy agent 
at Memphis, shall not deduct the sum of $2,964 59 already 
received by him and passed to his crediton the books of the 
Treasury Department, from his salary as acting purser, 
provided for by an act making appropriations for the naval 
service of the counwy for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1853. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1| moveto add 
the word *‘ machinery ”’ afterthe word ** appurte- 
nances,””’ to say a few words on the amendment. 
Mr. Chairman, it is known that theGovernmenthas, 
at that establishment, a large amount of vaiuable 
machinery for the purpose of spinning rope. Itis 
perfectly useless there unless the spinning of rope 

% Now, sir, since it has 
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yard at Memphis ought to be abolished, since the 
small appropriation tor it put into this bill, at the | 
suggestion of the Committee of Waysand Means, | 
has been stricken out, and since a much larger 
additional sum has been appropriated for the ben- 
efit of a navy-yard at San Francisco—since such 
is the condition of things—the proposition of the || 
Senate to cede this property back to the city of | 
Memphis is a very proper one. If the establish- | 
ment is to be treated as it has been to-night, and 
on former occasions, I do not know that the Gov- 
vernment could do better than what is proposed 
by the amendment. The site of the navy-yard 
was originally given to the Government by the” 
city of Memphis, with the a of a few lots 
purchased from private individuals at a cost of 
$25,000. The site was given to the Government 
on the condition that this establishment was to 
be put there. Now, to withdraw it is, to some 
extent, in bad faith to the city of Memphis; and 
if the establishment is to be abolished, the value 
of the property will be greatly diminished. The 
buildings are of little use in their present situa- 
tion, except for the purposes for which they were 
designed. You have there a large and fine rope- 


_walk for the spinning of rope. You have shops, 


and some other appurtenances appropriate for a 
building yard. 

W hen the first proposition was, some time ago, 
before the Serfate, the friends of the Memphis 
navy-yard proposed to those gentlemen, since they 
were disposed to strike it down, that if they would 
adopt this proposition, they would consent to let 
itge. It was upon,that condition, asl understand, 
that the original proposition was adopted in the 
Senate; and I hope that, since the committee has 
done what it has, it will also concurin the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose the following amend- 
ment in lieu of chat section: 


-And be it enacted, That the navy-yard at Memphis is 
hereby abolished. 


That f& a proposition to abolish the navy-yard | 
at Memphis. The amendment of the Senate con- 
tains the condition that the property at the navy- 
yard at Memphis should be given to the city. I 
am not prepared to say, at this time, whether it 
would be proper and right to make a donation of 
the property to that city. We are not without 
knowledge respecting the property there; for we 
know that millions of dollars have been expended 
upon that ship-yard; and, underthecircumstances, 
I cannot say that it is right to donate that site to 
the city. | 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I beg the gen- | 
tleman to remember that a large portion of the | 
appropriations expended there has been for ma- 
chinery. 

Mr. PHELPS. A portion of the money appro- 
— there has been expended for machinery, 

ut still the Government has been at considerable || 
expense in erecting buildings, and making provis- 
ien for the permanent establisment of that yard. | 
It seems to be the sense of the committee that the | 
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| May 27, 1847, upon relative rank, shall have the force and 


| anes requisite in relation to this matter. |, 


| state of the Union had had under consideration 


| yard, in gross. 


| by which the House concurred in the report of the 





navy-yard should beabolished. Let us say 80 in so | 
many words; and if it would be proper and right | 
to give the site to the city of Memphis, it can be | 
done at the next session of Congress. 
W ith the consent of the committee, I will now | 
withdraw the amendment which I submitted, and | 

let the committee vote on concurrence in the Sen- 
ate amendment. {| 
i 


The question was taken on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was non-cencurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


-Aind be it further enacted, That naval pursers shall 
hereafter be styled paymasters; and all laws, rules, and 
regulations applying to pursers shall apply to them as pay 
masters: Provided, That this change of name shall not be | 
held to affect their rank, pay, or duties. | 


Mr. PHELPS. I do not see why we should | 
change the name from purser to paymaster. 
Mr. RIDDLE. The change is recommended | 


because itis in conformity with the custom of | 
every other service. | 


} 





Mr. WALSH. What have we to do with || 
other services? 


Several Memuers. That is the reaso 
the change should not be made. " oe "| 








The question was taken; and the amendment |The House may, in the mean time 
was non-concurred in. | there will be no time foz a committee to act, 
Seventeenth amendment: | The SPEAKER. The Chair will PUt the 
And be it further enacted, That two “ General Orders’’ motion, if the gentleman desires it. 
of the Secretary of the Navy, dated August 31, 1846, and The motion was agreed to; and 
The SPEAKER thereupon appointed M 
effect of law. Puevps, Bocockg, and Parker as managers une 
Mr. PHELPS. There is but one word of ex- | the part of the House. “pea 
» Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand that | } 
here were two orders issued by the Secretary | been appointed as one of the committee of enn 
of the Navy as to relative rank in the Navy, to | ence upon the river and harbor bill. 1 ask tobe 
which it is desirable to give the force of law. It | excused from serving upon that committee 
is all right; let us adopt the amendment. | Mr. C. was excused; and 
The amendment was concurred in. The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Orr in his 
Eighteenth amendment: |, place. ie 
And be it further enacted, That the pay of the boatswains, - Mr. HIBBARD. I now insist upon MY mo. 
gunners, carpenters, and sail-makers of the Navy, shall be || tion to reconsider the vote by. which the bill 
as follows : ce making provision for carrying into effect the rs. 
On leave, or waiting orders, per annum, $600 ; shore | ciprocity treaty with Great Britain was ref, 
duty, $700; sea service, 900. An addition of two per centum - elerred 
on the foregoing rates for every year’s sea service, and an |, £0 the Committee of the W hole on the state of the 
addition upon sea pay of ten per centum when serving in | Union; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
ships with four hundred men, aud twenty per centum when || yious question. 
serving in ships with nine hundred men. Mr. HENN. Does not the bill make ane 
Mr. SKELTON. I will simply say, as I said | propriation? e 
before, that this is a propositien which the Com- | Mr. HIBBARD. It does not. 
mittee on Naval Affairs have recommended in the Mr. CROCKER. I ask the consent of the 
bill which they prepared. House to have a bill taken from the Speaker 
The question was taken; and the amendment | table. It is a Senate bill, and provides merely for 
was concurred in. the change of a vessel’s name. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do Mr. WALSH. I object. 
now rise, and report the amendments to the House. Mr. HIBBARD. At the suggestion of many 
The motion was agreed to. of the friends of the reciprocity bill, I shall ays. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | pend what action I intended to propose on it, tha 
resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee | the Army bill may be taken up. 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the Mr. HUNT. I would suggest that the gentle. 
man from New York withdraw his objection to the 
motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


’ adjourn, 


the Union generally, and particularly amendments 
of the Senate to the bill making provision for the Mr. WALSH. I withdraw it. 

support of the Navy of the United States; and || Senate bill to change the name of the American. 
that the committee had directed him to report their || built brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard, was then 
concurrence in some, and their non-concurrence || taken up from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
in others, of said amendments. second time by its title, and then read in extenso, 

Mr. PHELPS moved the previous question; || It was ordered to be read a third time; and was 
which was seconded, and the main question or- || read a third time, and passed. 
dered to be put. | On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the Senate 

Mr. ORR. I suggest that we vote on all the || amendments to the Army bill were taken up, and 
amendments, except that for the Memphis navy- || referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I consent to||) Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move that the rules 
that. Let us take the vote on the Memphis || be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
navy-yard separately; and I hope the House will into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
concur in that amendment. Union. 

The question was taken; and the report of the || The motion was agreed to. 
committee on all the amendments, with the ex- ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
ception of that. referred to, was adopted. The House accordingly resolved itself into the 

Mr. MILLSON moved to reconsider the vote || Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Waicurt, of Pennsylvania, in the chair,) 
and proceeded to consider the amendments of the 


Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union, 
and also to lay the motion to reconsider upon the | Senate to the Army appropriation bill. 
table; which Lauer motion was agreed to. | on 5 

= irstamendment: 

The BReenth amendment was then read. || Strike out “ $28,497,” and insert in lieu thereof 

Mr. STANTON. I ask for a division of the || « g85,691 25,” so that the paragraph will read: 
House upon that amendment. | Forsubsistence in kind, $1,285,621 25. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Mr. HOUSTON. That is made necessary be- 
Whole recommend a non-concurrence in this || cause of the increased estimate for rations. Ra- 
amendment of the Senate. tions were heretofore rated at twenty cents; they 

The question was taken; and there were, upona | are now rated at twenty-five cents. 
division—ayes seventy; noes not counted. |. There is no recommendation made for this 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers. appropriation, and I do not think that it ought to 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Briss and || pass. The Committee of Ways and Meansrejecied 
CHURCHWELL were appointed. | it in the early part of the session. 


The question was taken; and the tellers report- || The amendment was non-concurred in. 
arr ae eee ey || Second amendment: 
o the amendment was concurred in. 7 : ; 
. Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move to re- || Sun ap tare nani aa in the survey of the 
consider the vote by which that amendment was | northern and northwestern lakes, including Lake Supenor, 
adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon | under the direction of the War Department, $50,000. 
the table. Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, It is proper to state 
The Jatter motion was agreed to. ‘that these amendments have just been returned 
Mr. HIBBARD. [ now move to reconsider | from the Senate. The Committee of Ways and 
the vote by which the reciprocity treaty bill was | Means have had no meeting in regard to them, 
referred. and are, therefore, unable to state whether 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa privileged question. | proper to concur or non-concur in them. Mem- 
I move that the House insist upon its disagree- || bers of the House are just in the same situation 
ment to the amendments of the Senate to the naval | members of the committee, and are able to form 
appropriation bill, and ask for a committee of |, thé same judgment with regard to them. It per 
conference. ‘haps would be the safest plan to recommend # 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- | non-concurrence in the amendments, and ask for 
souri has forgotten, perhaps, that the Senate may | a committee of conference. 
recede from its amendments. Thausual course is || Mr. HAVEY. It is true, of course, as my 
to send the bill back to the Senate, and for them | friend from Kentucky suggests, that these amend- 
to ask for a committee of conference. ments have not been acted upon in the Committee 








} 


Mr. PHELPS. I am very well satisfied, in || of Waysand Means. In reference to this per 
ticular amendment now before the House, it *° 


my own mind, that the Senate will not recede. 
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= ae that it relates to a matter which has fallen 
happe -” own observation. We have made an 
une priation for the last dozen years of $50,000 
af co for a survey of the northern and north- 
a nn lakes, including Lake Superior, which 
_. done for the lakes what the Coast Survey has 
teas for the Atlantic coast. They have during 
that time used a little steamer which Captain 
Macomb told me had got so rotten that they 
anid use it no longer; and he told me that it was 
eeolutely necessary that this vessel should be 


wes 


had jt isa very small affair. 
“With the construction of the canal around the 
gauit Saint Marie, by which the immense com- 


merce of the interior is to be let down upon the 
inwer lakes, it is of the greatest importance that 
these surveys upon Lake Superior should be car- 
ried on without delay. Lake Superior is a great, 
»nknown inland sea, and capable of bearing upon 
+e waters an immense commerce. It is, there- 
fore, highly necessary that commercial men should 
know something of its condition; and this cannot 
be done until a thorough and efficient survey is 
made, under the direction of competent and prac- 
tical men. 1 hope that the committee will coneur 
in the amendment. 
” Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. In answer tothe gen- 
‘eman, | would say this, that already and ante- 
rior to this amendment of the Senate, you find in 
this bill that the first item is for continuing the 
survey of the northern and northwestern lakes, 
including Lake Superior, $50,000. If this amend- 
ment is adopted, itis a provision.to what is already 
contained in the bill. 

Mr. NOBLE, I will state to the committee 
that | have some information in regard to this 


particular item. These surveys upon the lakes | 


are carried on with very great success, and per- 
haps there isnothing in which the Northwest feel 
a deeper interest than in the prosecution of them. 
Captain Macomb says that it is absolutely neces- 
sary that this vessel should be built to carry on 
suceessfully those surveys. The appropriation 
for this purpose is also recommended by Professor 
Bache, who 1s at the head of the Coast Survey de- 
partment. 1 hope that the committee will concur 
in the amendment of the Senate. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

Page eight, after line twelve, insert as follows: 


For the purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal 
at Benicia, California, $93,485. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask the gentlemen 
representing the Committee of Ways and Means 
what recommendation has been made in reference 
to this matter by the Department? I ask this for 
information. There is no arsenal in the State of 
California at all. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It appears from the 
estimate sent us from the Department, that the 
amount asked for to construct an arsenal at Be- 


nicia, California, is $93,485. That is the amount || 


embraced in the amendment of the Senate. I 
would remark, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have had nothing to do with this estimate, 
and would refer my friend from California to the 
report made on the subject. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state this fact in con- 
nection with it. The matter was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, because the ap- 
frcpenns asked for was fora new work. And 

eing so—being for the purchase of a site and 
erection of an arsenal—it does not go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, but it does go to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, J 

Mr. FAULKNER. I do not know in what 
form it has ever been referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I recollect this in connection 
with it: [ had a communication addressed to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, complaining, in 


very strong and emphatic language, that this | 


item was not embraced in the bill reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and it was 


stated that there was no arsenal on the Pacific | 


coast at all wherein a culvert could be constructed 
in safety; and that the powder now owned by the 
Government had to be hept in a wooden building. 
Complaint was made to the War Department that 
the Committee of Ways and Means had not em- 
braced an appropriation for that arsenal in this 
bill. The Secretary of War communicated to the 
Committee on Military Affairs that this appro- 


priation had been included in his estimate, and | 





that the estimate had been disagreed to by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I recollect, dis- 
tinctly, the fact that it was stated that even the 
powder which they had at the place was kept in 
wooden buildings 

Mr. HOUSTON. I regret very much that the 
head of the Ordnance Department knows so little 
of his business as to suppose that an estimate of 
this sort should go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. It never goes to that committee unless 
the work has been commenced. It goes to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; just as estimates 
for the erection of light-houses are sent to the 
Committee on Commerce, and as custom-house 
estimates are sent to that committee. After the 
erection of the work has been authorized, then 
the future estimates come under the control of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I donot know 
that the estimate in question was referred par- 
ticularly to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
I took it for granted, as a matter of course, that 
it was. It was not my duty to call the attention 
of that committee to the estimate which properly 
belonged to them. 1 know that this same question 
was up during the last session of Congress, and 
I took precisely the same course in respect to it. 
My opinion is, that by reference to that portion 
of the message of the President of the United 
States, which was distributed by resolution, it 
will be found that this subject was directly referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. [ am not 
certain about that. But I am certain that it be; 
longs to that committee; and that we have never 
taken cognizance of estimates for works of this 
sort. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 


appropriation ten dollars. 


I move to increase the 
| was about to make 


| this suggestion to the gentleman from California 


and to the Committee of Ways and Means. I do 


| not know that I am capable of giving advice with 


reference to the course it is best to pursue. The 
Committee of Ways and Means have not told us 
their opinion in relation to a great many of the 
appropriations placed on the bill. They are unable 
to give the House any informationin regard to it. 
My proposition is this, as a committee of con- 
ference will be theinevitable result, let us disagree 


| to all the Senate amendments to the bill, and let 


it go to the committee of conference at once, and 
they will report to the House something to act 
upon. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I dislike to say anything 
more about California appropriations, as | know 
there is a feeling in the House that California has 
been talking enough, and getting appropriations 
enough. Butit must be evident that there is a 
propriety in this particular appropriation. There 
ig NO arsenal upon our coast—a coast of sixteen 
or eighteen hundred miles in extent. There is 
no arsenal for the preservation of the arms of the 
Federal Government; and it is about time there 
should be one. The head of the War Department 
has furnished the estimate, but by some accident 
it has not been acted upon by the House. The 
estimate has been sent to the Senate, and the 


| Senate have incorporated a provision in reference 


| to it in the bill. 


t strikes me that it is time that 
we should have some means of preserving the 


| United States stores for war purposes upon the 


| Pacific coast. 


It seems to me to be exceedingly 
necessary, though I do not wish to urge its adop- 
tion to an improper extent. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 


| Ment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 
For the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet Major 


| General John E. Wool, by the joint resolution, approved 
| January 24, 1854, $1,500. 


Mr. MATTESON. Will it bein order to move 
to disagree to all of the Senate amendments? It 
seems to me that by doing so we would save a 


great deal of time. ; 
Mr. PHELPS. Oh, let us take the question 


| upon them. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Why would it not 
be well to consent to disagree to the whole of 
them? There is nobody here to explain them. 

Mr. PHELPS. One word. I have but a mo- 
ment since examined several of these amendments 
at the Clerk’s desk. I have had no opportunity 


| of examining them thoroughly. Many of the 
| matters introduced into the amendments, are en- 


| 
} 
! 
} 
| 


tirely new; and if they were not acted upon by 
the House, the committee of conference would be 
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placed in a delicate position, and it would involve 
the legislation in regard to all of them by a eOim- 
mittee of six members. That is the reasonwhy 
I desire the action of the House upon themy™ 

The question was then taken upon the foutth 
amendment of the Senate; and it was conctifred 
in. 

Fifth amendment: 

For payment of claims adjudicated by the board of Army 
officers appointed by the Secretary of War, under the sixth 
section of the act of August 31, 1852, $129,885 23. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Sixth amendment: 

For the purchase of the best breach-loading rifles, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of War, for the use df the Uni- 
ted States Army, $90,000 ; Provided, That the Secretary 
of War, after a fair, practical test thereof, shall deem the 
purchase advisable and proper. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire here to read the 
resolution adopted on the 6th of January. 

Mr. H. then read the resolution adopted near 
the commencement of the session, for referring 
the President’s message to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees, from which it appeared that the 
estimate in relation to the arsenal on the Pacific 
coast was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to say a single word 
in reference to the sixth amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. WALSH. You are not in favor of these 
breach-loading rifles, are you? 

Mr. PHELPS. I am not in favor of striking 
out this appropriation proposed in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. The amendment provides 
for placing $90,000 at the disposal of the Secre- 
tary of War, to enable him to purchase a supply 
of breach-loading rifles, if, upon examination, 
they should be found superior to the rifles now in 
use in the service. Sir, do you desire to make 
your Army eflicient, place good and proper arms 
in their hands. Let us keep up with the latest 
improvements that are made. Who does not 
know that the Government refused, year after 
year, to substitute the percussion locks for the 
flint locks then in use? Sir, let us not delay the 


| adoption of improvements in arms whenever they 


are made. I hope this amendment, placing these 
$90,000 at. the disposal of the Secretary of War, 
will be adopted. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 

That the proper accounting officers be, and they are here- 
by, directed, in the settlement of the accounts of Captain 
Joseph L. Folsom, assistant quartermaster of the United 
States Army, to receive parol testimony of the disburse 
ments made by him as such assistant quartermaster, in lieu 
of vouchers for such disbursements, which were destroyed 
by fire in the city of San Francisco, on thé 4th of May, A. 
D., 1851, and that upon the testimony so taken, if satisfac- 
tory to the Department, the accounts of said assistant quar- 
termaster shall be audited and settled according to the prin- 
ciples of equity and justice: Provided, The sum allowed 
shall not exceed the balance now due from said Folsom to 
the Treasury. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Atthe suggestion of 
a number of gentlemen around me, and at the sug- 
gestion of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance in the Senate, as the Senate is about taking 
a recess, I propose that, by common consent, we 
now concur with the Senate in the remaining 
amendments, and allow a committee of conference 
to be appointed. It is important that a committee 
should be appointed before either body take a re- 
cess, and | would also suggest that perhaps a com- 
mittee of conference may be able to furnish ex- 
planations of these amendments which we cannot 
now have, so that the House may be able to act 
more understandingly upon the subject than if we 
were to go through with them now In committee. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object to that course 
just now. The amendment which has just been 
read is one which ought to be adopted. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. But while we are 
discussing it, the Senate will takea recess, and we 
shall lose the committee of conference. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I will not detain the com- 
mittee. I ask that the amendment may be again 
read. 

Jt was read by the Clerk. 

The question was then taken; and the seventh 
amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move a non-con- 
currence in the remaining amendments of the 
Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move that the com- 
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mittee do now rise, and report the amendments to 
the bi ouse. 
Tue motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
had had the Union generally under consideration, | 





_ Mr. HUNT. I move that the House do now || _ A bill to increase the pay of the rank 


and particularly the amendments of the Senate to || 


the Army appropriation bill, and had concurred 
in some, and non-concurred in others. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved that the House || 


concur in the report of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I now move that a 
committee of conference be appointed to meet a 
like committee on the part of the Senate on the | 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Army appropriation | 
bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA PAY TO HOUSE EMPLOYEES. 


Mr. HUNT. 


which I trust there will be no objection. Itisa | 


joint resolution to pay the employees under the || 


resolution of August 2d. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, in | 
Congress assembled, That the sum appropriated by the 
House of Representatives, for the payment of its pages and 
employees, be paid out of any money in the Treasury not | 
Otherwise appropriated. 

The joint resolution was then, by unanimous | 
consent, read a first and second time by its title, | 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; | 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed, 


RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 
vote by which the reciprocity bill was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to-day; and on that motion demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand tel- 
lers on ordering the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Briss and 
W AsuHBURN were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayer 95, noes 6; no quorum voting. 

Mr. GROW. As there seems not to be a quo- 
rum present, | move that we take a recess until 
eight o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. [If there be no objection the 
vote will be taken on adjourning, or on taking a 
recess till eight o’clock. 

{Cries of ** Say nine o’clack!’’ and ‘* No, let it 
be eight o’clock !’"] 

Mr. HUNT. I object to the proposition to ad- 
journ till eight o’clock. It is not a sufficiently long 
recess. 

i of ‘* Say nine o’clock !’’] 

r. CAMPBELL. It is very evident that we 
can do business better by takinga recess. There is 
a way in which the majority can do it. I propose 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 





of the Whole on the state of the Union, with a view || 


of taking a recess immediately after. I make that 
motion now, that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

The SPEAKER. The House has divided re- 


quorum present. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, by common con- | 
sent, let us take a recess till nine o’clock. 

[Cries of ** Yes!”? ** Yes!” ** Agreed !’’} 

Mr. HENN. [am opposed to the adjourn- 
ment of the House. Let us go into the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and take | 
up the first bill on the Calendar; a bill in which | 
every member from a new State is interested. 

Several Mempers. What bill is it? 

Mr. HENN. It isa bill for the relief of the | 

urchasers and locators on swamp and overflowed | 
ands. It is the first bill on the Calendar. 

Cries of **No!” ““No!”") 


I have a joint resolution here to || 





adjourn. 
_ Mr. HENN. Iask the gentleman from Louis- 
iana to withdraw that motion, until I submit a 
proposition which I think will meet the unanimous 
approbation of the House. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, in- 


| forming the House that the Senate had disagreed | 
to theamendments of the House to the amendments || 


| for the naval service for the year ending June 30, | 


of the Senate, to the bill making appropriations | 


1855, and that the Senate insist upon their amend- | 


ments to said bill, and ask a committee of confer- 


| ence upon the disagreeing votes of the two 


Houses. 
Also, that the Senate had passed a bill making 


States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, 


|| appropriations for the transportation of the United | 


with an amendment, in which he was directed to | 
| ask the concurrence of the House. 
Also, that the Senate had passed sundry private 


bills of the House. ] 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask the gentleman from 


Louisiana [Mr. Hunt] to withdraw his motion | 
to adjourn, in order to allow the gentleman from | 
| Alabama to submit a motion that the House insist 


upon its amendments to the amendments of the 


| Senate to the mail steamer appropriation bill, and | 


I move to reconsider the || 





r. CAMPBELL. I propose that, by common 
consent, we take a recess till nine o’clock. 

Mr. HENN. I object to taking a recess till 
that bill is disposed of. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. But the bill cannot be 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ shall object to 
the consideration of this bill. 


| 





that a committee of conference be appointed ? 
Mr. HUNT. I will withdraw it, and renew it 


| afterwards. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Senate have made but 


one amendment to the bill, and it is not necessary | 


that it should go to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
do now concur in the amendment, and ask acom- 


| mittee of conference. 





Mr. CAMPBELL. There appeared to be no 


quorum awhile ago. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain if || 


there is a quorum by a count, 
Mr. HENN. 

which I think will meet unanimous consent. 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to count the | 


House, and announced, as the result, one hun- 


I desire to make a proposition, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


dred and six members present—being less than a | 


quorum. 

Mr. PRESTON. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 


withdraw that motion. 


I move that the House do | 


I appeal to the gentleman to | 
it will leave us but two || 


hours to finish the business of the House before | 


the final adjournment to-morrow. 


Mr. PRESTON. 


Mr. HENN. I move that the House take a 


recess until half past eight o’clock. 


Mr. WALSH. 


I object. 
Mr. BRIDGES. 


If the gentleman from Ken- 


| tucky will withdraw his motion for that purpose, 


I will submit a proposition to the House to take 
a recéss until nine o’clock. 

Mr. PRESTON. 
purpose. 

Mr. HENN. When I objected before to the 


I cannot withdraw the mo- | 
| tion unless I can have the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take a recess until nine o’clock. 


I will withdraw for that | 


proposition made by the gentleman from Louis- | 


| 1ana, I did it for the purpose of asking the House 
cently, and it has been ascertained that there is no || 


to take up and dispose of the swamp land bill. I 
desire now that that bill shall be taken up and 


| disposed of, I do not care whether favorably or 


unfavorably; and if it is the understanding that 


| that bill shall be taken up when the House meets 


again, I will not object to the proposition to take 
a recess, 


Mr. BRIDGES. I now submit the proposition 
that the House take a recess until nine o’clock. 
There was no objection; and 


The House thereupon (at five o’clock, a. m.) | 


took a recess until nine o’clock, a. m. 





Farmar, August 4, 1854. 


gan weno met, pursuant to its order, at nine 
o’clock. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 


Mr. Assury Dickiys, their Secretary, informing 


. | the House that they had passed, without amend- 
disposed of now; there is no quorum present. 


ment, bills of this House of the following titles: 
A bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands; 


| the Army, and to encourage enlistments; 


I movethat the House || 
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August 3, 





and file of 

A bill to extend the right of preémpt; 
unsurveyed lands in Siibneemens and for aa 
purposes; * 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled 
to ascertain and settle the private land 
the State of California, approved Mare 

A bill for the relief of J. Cash and 
Ellis; . 

A bill for the relief of the legal re : 
of John Rice Jones, deneanels 9 

A bill for the relief of Ira Cali, of the 
Ohio; 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasy 
to settle the accounts of Thomas Jordan, assistant 
quartermaster in the United States Army; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob’ Parker, of Sap. 
dusky City, Ohio. 

Also, that they had passed a bill of the Senate 
‘to provide for the surrender of certain bonds 
of the State of Indiana, held by the Unite 


“An act 
claims jin 
h 3, 185), 
Giles 


State of 


| States,’”’ in which he was directed to ask the con. 


currence of the House. 

{A message was received from the President, by 
the hands of Sipwey Wesster, Esq., his Privaie 
Secretary, notifying the House that he had 
proved and signed bills of the following titles: 

House bill (No. 383) for the relief of Thomas 
Bronaugh; and for the repeal of the act to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in the construction of g 
railroad therein, approved the 29th of June, 1854, 

House resolution ( No. 7) directing the presenta. 
tion of a medal to Commander Duncan N, |p. 
graham. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Just before the recess, the 
Senate returned the mail steamship appropriation 
bill, with an amendment. I move that that amend. 
ment be now taken up and non-concurred in. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 


up. 

‘libel HOUSTON. I make the motion that the 
House disagree to the amendment of the Senate, 
and that the bill be returned to the Senate. 

Mr. WHEELER moved to lay the bill and 
amendment upon the table; and upon that motion 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

Only thirteen gentlemen rising, the yeas and 
nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers upon the 
yeas and nays; which were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to ascertain 
whether there was a quorum present; and upon 
count, it appeared that there were but eighty 
members present. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved a call of the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was then called; and the following gen- 


| tlemen failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, David J. Bailey, Ball, 
Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Benton, Bis- 
sell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Caskie, Cham- 


'| berlain, Chase, Chastain, Colquitt, Craige, Cullom, Cum- 


ming, John G. Davis, Dent, DeWitt, Dickinson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Drum, Ellison, Farley, Franklin, Gamble, Green, 
Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 
Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, 
Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Lane, Latham, 
Lindley, Lyon, McCulloch, MeMullin, Mace, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Millson, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, 
Puryear, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, 
Seward, Seymour, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Sm th, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Sianton, Straub, David Stuart, Jolin 
J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, ‘Tweed, Walbridge, 
Walsh, Warren, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wille, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick Bs Wright, and Zollicoffer. 


A quorum having failed to answer to their 
names upon the first call, the names of the ab- 
sentees were called over, when a quorum having 
appeared, 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I believe the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Hover is entitled to 
the floor. 1 suggest to my friend that the Army 
appropriation bill is not yet finally passed; and if 
he will allow me the floor, I will make a report 
on the result of the conference between the com- 


|| mittees on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 


| 


| 





and have the bill acted upon. c E 
Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to with- 
draw my motion. 
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Saale ; 
M BRECKINRIDGE. I ask leave of the || Sec.—. ~ind be it further enacted, That the amount 
pore to report the result of the conference be- which may be found necessary to pay, under the act of 
ise to ret 











Ho ‘ 2 27th Mach, 1854, to the widows and orphans of the United 
al the committees of the two Houses on the || states troops who perished by the recat disaster to the 
agreeing votes on the Army appropriation bill. || steamship San Francisco, be piid out of any money in the 
er Cries of ** Yes; go ahead e”*) Treasury neh siernaien aqpenprianne. And the proper 
wig? = ron 1p oO . accounting Officers of the Treasury Department be, and 
Mr. accu Last night, or = they are hereby, authorized and Geected to cause the 
morning rather, the ouse concurre in the balance due on the books of the Treasury on account of 
second, fourth, sixth, and seventh amendments || advance of payment of the United States Army, whose 


sposed by the Senate, and for that reason the widows and children may be enutied to the benefits of the 
prof ch of conference have taken no further second section of the said act of the 27th March, 1854. 
: : 


_ it . . 

~ ce of them. The committee of conference report in favor of 
ou ° : . . 

n The first amendment proposed by the Senate striking out that last paragraph which provides 
‘ue Senate recede from. It is as follows: that the additional pay which was given in ad- 


Page two, line one, after the word “million,” strike out | Vance of the sailing of the ship to those who were 
wand $23,497,"? and insert in liew thereof + $285,621 25 ;”” lost, shall beteducted out of the eight months’ pay 
go as to make the clause read: ’ which was given to their widows and children. 

For subsistence in kind, $1,285,621 25. The law will then stand with the provision that 
The ninth amendment proposed by the Senate | those widows and children shall receive the same 

eight months’ pay which is allowed to the survi- 


she Senate also recede from. It is as follows: 
For the construction of a military road from the Rio vors. That is the report of the committee. 


je, near El Paso, to the river Colorado, and for sinking 


oes Geral, $12,000, to be expended undeg the direction The sixteenth amendment of the Senate is the 
of the Secretary of War. ° || following: 
The eleventh amendment of the Senate the Sen- Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the act approved 


te also recede from That amendment was the September 28, 1850, entitled ** An act granting bounty land 
ate also rec . f 


° f th ] «“ ly”? afi h d ' to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in 
insertion of the wore properly after the wor the military service of the United States,” the act approved 


«actually, ? in the following section, as adopted || March 22, 1852, entitled “ An act to make land warrants 
ythe House: || assignable, ang for other purposes,” and the act approved 
vy 


‘sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | See eee ee Pietteeete at rs 
War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- : ae i . : eer ae 


ae P Pe ed a || to deprive any widow of the benetits therein granted for 
amine Into a a ~ haan a? ci nees incurred, || the cnreiens of the husband, though she may have married 
and now actually paid, by a wert A allfornia in the || again: Providgd, ‘That the applicant is a widow at the time 
suppression of Indian hostilities within the said State prior \| of making th * i 
to the first of January, Anno Domini 1854, and that the aa — . 
amount of such expenses, when so ascertained, be paid The committee of conference report in favor of 


into the treasury of said State: Provided, That the sumso || retaining that amendment, with this proviso in 


paid shall not exceed in amount the sum of $924,259 65; || lieu of the one contained in the Senate amend- 
which amount is hereby appropriated, outof any moneys in | 


the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. |, ment: 
¢ . Provided, That such party shall not receive pension 
The Senate recede from the thirteenth amend- | ; _ 7 


hich i foll during coverture. 
ee eee ae . The committee of conference propose that the 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the same allow- | + : 
ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military Hou ve agree to the fifth amendmentof the Senate, to 
commandant of the Schuy!kill arsenal, in the Quartermas- || Pay the adjudicated California claims, which matter 
ter’s Departinent, as to the commandants of the arsenals in || is explained as follows: By a law recently enacted 
the Ordnance Department. ; it was provided, that for the pay and equipment, as 
The Senate recede from their fourteenth amend- || mounted riflemen, finding their own horses and 
ment, Which is as follows: || forage, of the volunteers verving under the com- 
Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That the provisions || mand of Captain John C. Frémont, ip California, 
of the first section of the act entitled ‘‘ An act making ap during the year 1846, as appears by the muster 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year ending | T fil he W : D t t d for th 
doth June, 1851,”? approved September 28, 1850, granting || a the vealiapted. nant-cne- ty yadeener raced ° 
exira pay to the officers and enlisted men of the Army serv- || subsistence and supplies consumed by said volun- 
ing in Oregon and California, be extended to the officers || teers in said service, $168,000 should be appropri- 
and men composing the garrison of the post of Fort Laramie || ated. out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
on the Oregon route, for the same period of time as was al- : iated; dthesS f fW 
lowed by the sixth section of the act of third of March, 1853, || W'8€ appropmated; and the Secreiary 0 ar was 
to the officers and men of the two companies of regiment of |, authorized and empowered to appoint three com- 
mounted aeaee. that garrisoned apres Laramie, and that | petent and disinterested officers of the Army to 
the provisions of the same section of the same act be also i 
extended to the officers and men composing the escort to || Cx#™une and report to Congress upon all such 
the Mexican Boundary Commission, while they were serv- || C'aims as may be presented for funds advanced 


ing as such escort. |, and subsistence and supplies of all kinds furnished 


i= ce ‘ f said command, whilst thus 

The fifteenth amendment is in regard to a re- || °* taken for the use > ee ' 
tired list forthe Army. The Seasiereneds from || as aie ia 9 a tp ee aay 7 000 
that. penses of said board of officers the sum of $2,000 


. || 18 appropriated. 

ae me nt a ante ncap sb ee 1 will ane to the House that it appears Captain 
ofthe Army. The House had S atiedd passed Frémont found himself in California on the break- 
a bill increasing the pay of the as end fle but | ing out of the war, under peculiar circumstances, 
refusing to increase the pay of the officers The || being then at the head of an exploring expedition, 
Senate recede from sada eis . || and that he took his troops and certain volunteers, 
From their disagreement to the third amend- | and engaged in the war. I need not remind this 
"4 : ~ || House of the services which he performed in be- 

a of the Senate, the committee recommend that | half of hiscountry. He engaged, | say, the ser- 
ym a thas they setee thereto with vices of certain volunteers, and came under certain 
ae # smendment nas follows: obligations to them. Congress passed an act 

oan purchase of a site and construction of an arsenal at || authorizing the Secretary of War to appoint three 
me ee || competent and disinterested officers of the Army 
The committee of conference recommend to || to examine and report on all such claims as might 
strike out a $93,485,” and insert in lieu thereof || pe presented for funds advanced, and for subsist- 
- $33,400,” and in that shape that it be concurred || ence and supplies of all kinds furnished or taken 
a || for the use of his command whilst thus engaged 
The tenth amendment is the following: | in the service of the country, and appropriated 

_ For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, | $168,000 for that purpose. Thes® oificers ha (e 
in sccordanee with the estimates of the Secretary of War, | made the examination, and have reported. ‘This 
aerate be expended under the direction of the Sec- |' authorizes the payment, but does not authorize the 
. || appropriation of any money, because it is to be 


. Provisions have already been made for survey- || paid out of the appropriation heretofore made b 
ing that route, and this amendment is to make an | Deeatiee.: ones . 


&ppropriation for the payment of theexpense. It | [Cries of “« That’s right! go on!’’) 


was estimated by the Department that $52,475 68 | r. BRECKINRIDGE. The committee of 


Would be required to complete it, and that sum || conference propose to agree to the eighth amend- 
was, therefore, inserted in the amendment of the || ment of the Senate to carry out certain Indian 


aoe But the committee of conference reduced || treaty stipulations, and for other purposes. It is 
vik ee to $25,000, that being the amount || a very long amendment. | can explain it instead 
d ich they believed could be properly expended || of having it read, if the House desires it. 

uring the current fiscal year. || [Cries of ** State it; that’s enough !’’} 
_ The twelfth amendment is to insert the follow- || r. BRECKINRIDGE. I can state to the 
ing section: || House that it is in pursuance of treaties made at 
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this session of Congress with the Kansas and Ne- 
braska Indians, and confornis exactly with them. 
I must add, that there is an additional provision 
to this effect, appropriating some $4,000 or $5,000. 
Congress, in its various Indian treaty stipulations, 
has made reservations for the use of the Indians. 
The Indians have sold those reservations to the 
whites. A very great number of muniments of 
title have acontiaieted in this way, which are on 
file in the Indian department, amounting, as your 
committee ascertained, to bushels of papers in 
separate slips. In being handled and searched in 
the investigation, in regard to these muniments and 
the transfer of them, the papers are almost worn 
out. And the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
reports that it will be necessary to employ tempo- 
rarily, in addition to the regular force of his office, 
four clerks for the purpose of recording in a book 
and preserving these muniments of title. 

The amendment contains an appropriation of 
$5,600 for that purpose. Iam reminded by my 
colleague on the committee, [Mr. Wattey,] of 
another item connected with this Indian appro- 
priation of $2,200. I cannot now turn to it; but 
if the House desires it, I will have theamendments 
read over. The committee unanimously thought 
that itwas right. My colleague has just found it, 
and I will therefore read it. 1 see that | was mis- 
taken in the item. 

For the payment of the expenses of the delegates of the 
Creek nation of Indians, now in this city, $1,099 55. 

These Creek Indians were invited on here in 
order to make a treaty arrangement with them, 
which has been done by the Senate. 


The Clerk then read the seventeenth amend- 
ment, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive and 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department, such ad- 
ditional muster rolls of the battalion of volunteers com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel J. C. Frémont, in Catifor- 
nia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have not 
heretofore been received and filed, and to cause such cor- 
rections of the muster rolis to be madg in regard to the 
periods of enlistment and terms of service and the omis- 
sion of names of the members of said battalion, as upon 
satisfactory proofhe may deem right and proper, and as far 
as practicable to correspond with the pay rolls of Major P. 
B. Reading, paymaster of said battalion, with respect to 
the period of service, so that all who have served in the 
mnilitary service of the United States in California during 


| the late war with Mexico, whether under command of 


naval or military officers, may be entitled to all the benefits 
of all the acts of Congress providing for the enrollment of 
volunteers in the Mexican war, provided that no payment 
shall be made in consequence of this section beyond the 
sum heretotore appropriated. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will state to the 
House, that by virtue of an act heretofore passed 
by Congress, the volunteers who served in Cali- 
fornia, and whose rolls were in the War Office, 
were directed to be paid. It was supposed at the 
time that all the rolls were in the War Office; but 
it turned out, on examination, that part of those 
volunteers were marines. The House will recol- 
lect that Commodore Stockton performed land 
service, and had his marines acting on land during 
the war. Portions of their rolls were therefore in 

| the Navy Department, and this simply directs, 
| under that law, a tranSfer of the rolls from the 
Navy to the War Department, without any ap- 
| propriation additional to that heretofore made. 

The twentieth amendment is as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That in the event that the 

Secretary of War shall deem it inconsistent With the inter- 

| ests of the military service to furnish a sufficient portion of 

the military buildings at Fort Leavenworth for the use of 

the territorial government of Kansas, the sum of $25,000 

| shall be, and in that contingency hereby is, appropriated 

for the erection of public buildings for the use of the Legis- 

lature of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended under the 
directions of the Governor of said Territory. 


The committee recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment ot the Senate. 
| We have now come to the last amendment, 
| which is as follows: 
| Twenty-first amendment: 


| And be it further enacted, That the sumsappropriated by 
| the act of March 3, 1849, for the removal and subsistence of 
| the Menomonees, and for the establishment of a manual 
| labor school, &c., for them, and now remaining in the Treas- 
ury, together with the s@ms for pay of a miller heretofore 
appropriated, be paid to or expended Yor the benefit of said 
| Menomonee Indians, according to the stipulations of said 
supplementary and amendatory articles. 


There was a treaty to that effect with the Indians. 
The money has been appropriated, but the De- 

partment doubt, under the phraseology of theact, 
| its power to appropriate it, and the object of this 
amendment is simply to authorize that expendi- 
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ture to be made. The money is now remaining 
under a previous act, in the Treasury of the United 
States 

The question was taken on agreeing to the re- 
port of the commitiee of conference; and the report 
was agreed to. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, noufying 
the House that the Senate had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments of the 
Senate to the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now ask that a vote be 
taken on the amendment to the ocean mail! steamer 
bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I rise toa 
privileged motion. | wish to make a report from 
the committee of conference on the river and har- 
bor appropriation bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have also a report to make 
from the committee of conference on the naval ap- 
propriation bill. ‘They have not been able to 
agree. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well,atthis late hour 
of the session, and as | understand the gentleman 
from Missouri to say that his committee of con- 
ference have not agreed, | yield him the floor to 
make his report. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
PHELPS. 





Mr. The committee of conference 
the Navy appropriation bill, have instructed me to 
report that they have met the conferees on the 
part of the Senate, and thatafter full and free con- 
ference they have been unable to agree on a re- 
dort. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman submit 
a proposition to the House? 

Mr. PHELPS. At this late hour it is almost 
impossible for another committee of conference to 
meet a committee of conference on the part of the 
Senate, and agree upon a report, and have the bill 
enrolled and signed before the hour of adjourn- 
ment. I do not propose to indicate a harsh meas- 
ure, but perhaps it may be necessary to make a 
motion to adhere. Ido not make the nfotion, but 
I submit the matter to the House. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Is there any very essential 
matter of difference between the two committees? 
Mr. PHELPS. We deem the difference essen- 
tial, and we think the House will so consider it. 
Mr. PECKHAM. Whatis, substantially, the 
difference? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is in reference to the Navy 
the bill. That is the great question, 

The SPEAKER. What disposition shall be 
made of the disagreeing votes? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Missouri will take the course of asking for another 
committee of conference. I dislike to legislate by 
moving to adhere at this stage of the proceeding. 
Let us first make another effort. 

Mr. HAVEN; I would suggest to my friend 
over the way that perhaps it would be better to 
wait five or ten minutes, that our action may be 
known a little elsewhere before we finally act upon 
the subject. : 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I wish to 
make a report from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon 
the bill making appropriations for the repair, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law. 

The Senate recede from their second amend- 
ment, which is, to insert the words * including 


after the word ** harbor,”’ in the following clause: 


e 
7 


a ad ms 


t 
ee ee 


and Diamond Reef, New York harbor, $20,000. 


The House recede from their disagreement to 
the third, fourth, fifth, andgseventh amendments 
of the Senate, and concur therein. 

The third amendment is to insert, after the clause 
**for continuing the reopening of a communica- 
tion between the Albemarle Sound, in North Car- 
olina, and the Atlantic ocean, $50,000,” the fol- 
lowing: 


In addition to the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act 
of August 30, 1853, which sum is hereby reappropriated for 


sos 


od 





THE 


on the part of the House on the disagreeing votes on | 


reform amendment engrafted by the Senate upon | 


the amount expended prior to August 30, 1852,’? | 


For continuing the removal of the rock at Hell Gate | 








| a breakwater, or such other works as the Secretary of War 
inay deem best adapted to accomplish that object. 
The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to that amendment. 
The fourth amendment, from a disagreement to 
which the committee recommend the House to re- 


, cede, is as follows: 


Page twelve, after line five, insert as follows: 

For the improvement of the Brazos river, ia the State of 
Texas, $44,000. 

The fifth amendment, from a disagreement to 
which the committee recommend the House to 
recede, is, to insert the words ‘* and Passaic river 
below the town of Newark, and of Newark bay,”’ 
in the clause making an appropriation for the 
harbor at Newark, so that it shal! read: 

For continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark, 
and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of New- 
ark bay, New Jersey, $25,000. 

The seventh amendment, from their disagree- 
ment from which the committee recommend the 
House to recede, is the following: 

Strike out all after the word “ bidders”’ in the following 
secuon: 

Seo. 3. 4nd he it further enacted, That, whenever the 
Secreiary of War shall invite proposals for any works, or 
for any material or labor for any works, there shal! be sep 
arate proposals and separate contracts for each work, and 
also for each class of material or labor for each work ; and 
he shall report to Congress at its next session all the bids, 
with the names of the bidders: And provided, That ali per- 
sous entrusted with the disbursement of the funds appro 
priated for the works named in this act, sggil be rev aired 


to give bond and ample security for the faitfitul application 
ot the same. 


Next, the committee recommend that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the first amend- 


ment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an || 


amendment. 
The first amendment of the Senate was to in- 
sert ** $100,000,”’ after the word ‘* river’’ in the 


following clause, and strike out all that follows: | 


For continuing the improvement of the Des Moines 
rapids, in the Mississippi river, $18,000 ; 
—so as to make the appropriation $100,000. 
The amendment which the committee recom- 
mend, is to strike out ‘* $100,000,”’ and insert in 


lieu thereof ‘*$70,000,’’ so as to make it read || 


‘* 470,000,” instead of ** $100,000.’ 

‘The committee also recommend that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the sixth amend- 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an 
amendment. 


The sixth amendment of the Seni&te is this: 


For the surveys of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa || 


Barbara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humboldt, and Triu- 
ity, in the State of California, and the rivers Sacramento, 


cola, Florida, $50,000. 


For a survey for a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block | 


| Island, $5,000, 


The committee recommend that the House con- 
cur therein after striking out ‘ fifty,”’ and insert- 
| ing in lieu thereof the word ** forty;”’ thus saving 
$10,000. And also striking off the last clause for 
the breakwater; no State being mentioned, and 
not an individual upon the committee knowing’ 
where it was. [Laughter.] ° 
The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to the eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate with an amendment. 


| 
|| War to contract for the purchase of a small island 
|} near the mouth of Mobile harbor, and that he 
shall report such contract for the approval of 
|| Congress. Thecommittee have reported in favor 


|| of adding the words ‘* or rejection;” so that the | 


| contract shall be reported for the approval or re- 
| jection of Congress. 


These are the recommendations made by the | 


j 


| 
| committee of conference. 
| amounts reported by the Senate about $50,000; 
| and as I suppose the House has no time to spare, 
I move the previous question. 
| Mr. ORR. I hope the gentleman from Illinois 
| will allow me to make one or two remarks. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. 
| mand. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to say, as one of the con- 
ferees who subscribed to that report, that, takin 
the general policy of the bill as a criterion, 
thought the recommendations of the committee 
were just, and that they should be adopted if the 
bill were to pass. If is well known that I am 
opposed to the bill itself. I believe the whole sys- 
tem to be pernicious, but I have no idea the b 
will ever become a law. 


j 


I withdraw the de- 
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San Joaquin, and Colorado ; and the harbor of Appalachi- | 


That amendment authorizes the Secretary of || 


We have cut down the || 


ill | 


ar = 





August 3, 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. Wj 
tleman from Illinois yield me the ake Een. 
ment before he calls the previous question? _— 

Mr. WENTWORTH. | yield to m 
_ league upon the committee, certainly, 

Mr: PERKINS. I desire to say that | h 
found it impossible for me to agree to the ae 

made by my colleagues on the committee of |.” 
ference upon this bill. I fully concur rg 
in the recommendation that the H 
from the provision requiring bond an 
the military men who have charge 
provements. 

I also concur in the recommendation 

House assent to the amendment of the Senate 
| quiring the Secretary of War to inquire and re a 
as to the purchase df—not an island, as the oe 
tleman has stated—but of whHat is known E 
Grant’s Pass, between Mobile and New Orleans 
one contract for this purchase to be communicated 
to 7 and to be subject to its approval o 
| rejection. I d@sire also to say, with reference 1, 
the island from its appropriation to which th 
| Senate has receded, that it is true, as the gentleman 
| from Illinois has stated, that no one of either thy 
| Senate or House committee knew of ipe €Xistence 
| of such a place. I now move 
Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 yielded the floor fy 
the gentleman to make an explanation—but not tp 
make a motion. 

Mr. PERKINS. I had intended to make , 
| motion in reference to this bill; but if the gentle 
| man declines to yield the floor for that purpose, | 
| will not. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. L understand there ar 
some other matters pending which require imme. 
diate action; and I therefore move the previous 
question upon the adoption of the report, in order 
to dispose of it as soon as possible. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. That is precisely 
_ what I wish to do; and as the quickest way of 

disposing of it, | move to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. PERKINS. I only wish to say that the 

motion of the gentleman from Virginia is the one 
I proposed to have made when I was upon the 
floor; [ am glad the gentleman has made it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Did my colleague move to 

lay the report upon the table? 

Mr. BAYLY. I did, and that will carry the 
| bill with it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like the gentleman 
|| to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BAYLY. I want to take up the bill to 
carry out the reciprocity treaty, and if we get to 
voting on thjs, we cannot take that important 
|| measure up this session. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
| yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
} of the House to submit a motion that another 
| 
| 


tO my oj. 


’ however, 
ouse recede 
d securit 


of these im. 


that thi 





I demand the 


committee of conference be appointed on the Navy 
appropriation bill. 
he SPEAKER. A committee of conference 

| will be appointed, unless objection be made. 
Mr. ROWE. I object. 
The aed was taken on Mr. Bay y’s mo- 
| tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 63, 
| nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Faulkner, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Goode, Grow, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lam), 
| Leteher, Lilly, McMullin, MeNair, McQueen, May, Mill 
son, Morrison, Orr, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Pratt, Reese, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, 
| William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stratton, Vail, Walbridge, Walke', 
and Walsh—68. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bell, Bennett, Ben- 
|| son, Bliss, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chand- 

ler, Churchwell, Clarke, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Btiot, Ellison, Eng- 
|| lish, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Goodrich, Gree, 
|| Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, MeCul- 
), loch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, John G. Miller, 
|| Smith Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 

Preston, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Simmons, t 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hester 

L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
| Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Joho 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, 
Zollicoffer—96. 
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“ j * c - . . . 
ren. So the House refused to lay the reportuponthe || The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman’s mo- | Mr. FULLER. Will it be in order to move 
=. sable. tion will t e entered, and wil! be called up so soon || to lay the bill upon the table? 
” Dending the above vote, the following proceed- |, as this bill is disposed of. The SPEAKER. It will. 
€0). avs took place: Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment has been Mr. FULLER. Then | make that motion. 
“Mr. CHANDLER. I was absent when my || already rend to the House, as | understand. | The motion was not agreed to. 
Ave name Was called, attending a committee of confer- || move that it be non-concurred in. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
on ence, and ask to have my vote recorded. Mr. PRINGLE. Is that the Collins mail | read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
on. “(Cries of ** Object !’’] steamer bill. ; cordingly read the third time. 
rer Mr. HUNT. Under the order of the House, Mr. HOUSTON. It is. ®@ Mr. HAVEN. I move the previous question 
ede the gentleman was attending to his duties, and he Mr. PRINGLE. Then I move that the Sen- upon the passage of the bill. 
) of was constructively present. I move that he be |, ate amendment to the bill be agreed to. The previous question was seconded, and the 
im. allowed to vote. Mr. WHEELER. I movethattheamendment || main question ordered to be put. 
" The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right || be laid upon the table. » Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand the 
his to vote. The motiog was not agreed to. | yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. 
Te Mr. CHANDLER then voted. Mr. HAVEN. [simply desire to inquire what The yeas and nays were not ordered, only 
Ort Mr. CRAIGE. I was absent when my name disposition the gentlemen on,the other side pro- | seven voting in favor thereof. . 
... was called, and, as others have been allowed to | pose to make of the bill? Let us know it over The question was then taken; and the bill was 
ts yote who were also out of the Hall when they | here. passed. 
ns, were called, l ask that | may have my vote re- Mr. HOUSTON. My object is to get a vote Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved to reconsider 
ted corded. F«« Object!”] . disagreement from the House, and let it go to | the vote by which the hill was passed, and also 
or Cries 0 Joject the Senate. | tc , cial . 
to Mr. M — W ee that he had paired off |} Mr. HAVEN. I hope, then, that proposition || whiek testindie Goreme eres 
the with Mr. Bau, of Ohio. will be agreed to. _ , 
an Mr. AIKEN stated that he had paired off with || The question was taken; and the amendment of POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
the Mr. Harrison, of Ohio. the Senate was non-concurred in. Mr. OLDS. I rise to a privileged question. 
lee (Here a message was received from the Senate, THE RECIPROCITY TREATY BILL. The committee of conference upon the disagreein 
by Assury Dicxrns, Esq., their Secretary, noti- hd tT c votes of the two Houses upon the amendments of 
for fying the House that that body insisted on its The SPEAKER. The uestion now Is on re- || the Senate to the Post Office appropriation bill, 
to amendments to the Navy appropriation bill; and considering the vote by which the reciprocity bill || pave agreed in their recommendations in reference 
asked for another committee of conference. }  eaghecape 7 \ Rage of the Whole on || 1 all the amendments of the Senate, save one, and 
a 7 : | . law ,ag ? 
(8%. GREEN, trom the Committee on Enrolled | "SNe'ecenion wee taken; and the motion to re- | won hat they have been unableto agree. wish 
| ae ft i, ‘bill OF the following ticles, || consider was agreed to. such action as it ma see fit They have agreed 
an sien " ees The question recurred on the motion to refer || t recommend that the House shail recede from 
re ON Pee anni ean ar dar bites ech | the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the || tg disagreement to the amendment making an 
e- s» Clamnauann."¢ of Wizard: |, State of the Union; and being put, it was disa- || a5 ;ropriation of $10,000 for the mail service for 
s ti a fortthe celiet of 7. C. Buckles of Louis- gerade: — ot eal Key West, and the Senate recedes from all its 
er ville, Kentucky; P || Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. [ now movethatthe || other amendments disagreed to by the House, 
: An act making appropriations for the civil and || bill be put upon its passage; and upon that motion || with the exception of that providing for paying 
J diplomatic expenses of the Government for the I call for the previous question. '| the clerks of the city post office of this city extra 
. ve ending the 30th of June, 1855; | Mr. FULLER. I ask the gentleman from | compensation. The amendment would pay each 
An act for Gierellef of Patrick Gace: Virginia to withdraw his call for the previous | of the clerks in the city post office about $250 
” ; "Clit |; question. extra. It is in this form: one mill per pound 1s to 
ne p pcige de be 0 D8 mer Pcsipser ag || Mr. BAYLY. If there were an hour more of | be paid to the postmaster of the ely ae all the 
he dusky city, Ohio.] 7 |, the session | would willingly do it. — mail matter which goes out of the office, for the 
T : | ‘The SPEAKER. There is no time to make || purpose of paying the clerks that amount of extra 
‘0 he previous question was then seconded, and speeches, and the Chair must interpose to prevent || compensation. 
the main question es ordered to be put; being | that waste of time. If the gentleman from Vir- The Senate committee unanimously insist upon 
le upon agreeing to the report of the committee of | ginia declines to withdraw his call for the previous retaining that amendment. Two of the House 
—en, ' -, ,. || question, he will say so. committee were opposed to the House receding 
. a. as was taken; and it was decided in | Mr. BAYLY. I do decline to withdraw it. from its disagreement, and one in favor of receding. 
0 So the report of the committee was agreed to. | ‘The previous question was seconded, and the The Poor. involved is this: The city post 
. Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, moved to | main question was ordered to be put—being upon | office of Washington city is under precisely the 
it reconsider the vote b which the report of the crenang Fie hall o. Bo engenenen: Ay. tes 8 ee ee the post office ia the ee of 
committee of sapiens was anes & and to | oe J | New York, Baltimore, or any other city inthe 
¢ lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which | _Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us have the || United States. We held that it would be very 
Laine taeda anal dt p 3 || bill read. It has not been printed yet, and we are proper to pass a bill placing it in the power of the 
. wr Pear _ . |, anxious to hear its contents. Postmaster General to pay the postmasters of the 
: Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House insist || Mr. BAYLY. If gentlemen will listen to the | distributing offices such a sum as would enable 
y Rone its disagreement to the amendments of the || bill, they will find that it does nothing but carry || them to pay their clerks a reasonable compensa- 
. enate to the naval appropriation bill, and that || out the terms of the treaty. || tion for their services; but that, if we begin to 
‘ another committee of conference be appointed. I | The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. || legislate for the clerks and employees in the dep- 
know that theSenate haveappointed anothercom- || The bill was read in extenso. uty post offices, there would be ne end to the ap- 
The sind aiceaamn: ont-tir enetion: ees It_authorizes the President of the United States, a a ne oe r+ [ 
- arreed to : a whfever he shall have sufficient evidence thatthe | have already ha wes, than oe etters from 
: “The SPEAKER Tedietanetie: manatee heated. Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, and the the city of New York, praying that an ameunt 
alia P ppointed the fol- |) Drovincial Parliaments of Canada, New Bruns- || may be placed at the disposal of the deputy post- 
, owing gentlemen as members of said committee: | wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, || master there, to enable him to increase the pay of 
pbc chwsry Benson, and Rowe, to meeta | shall have passed laws to give full effect to the his employees. It seems to me that, by concur- 
; ittee on the partof the Senate. || provisions of the treaty between the United States | ring in this amendment, we are opgping the door 
. MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. || and Great Britain, signed 15th June, 1854, toissue | to a class of legislation of which we Bhall not soon 
h Mr. HOUSTON. I desire now to take up the || @ proclamation declaring that he has such evidence, | S€€ the end. hope, therefore, the House will 
’ Be ocean mail steamer bill, disagree to the amend- | and thereupon, from the date of his proclamation, | not recede from its disagreement to this amend- 
, ment of the Senate, and let the bill be returned to || the articles enumerated in the treaty, being the | ment. It is true, that if they do not recede, the 
, the Senate. || growth and produce of Canada, New Brunswick, | @ppropriation bill may be lost. I have stated the 
' Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise toa privileged | Teens Scotia, and Prince Edward’s Island, shall | facts to the House, and I leave them to take their 
r question. I move to reconsider the vote by || be introduced into the United States free of duty | own course. 1 have no motion to make. 
which the reciprocity bill was referred to the Com- | 80 long as said treaty remains in force, subject, Mr. CHANDLER. [| hope the gentleman 
: mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | however, to be suspended in relation to the trade | from Ohio will move that the House recede from 
I say to the House frankly that my object in of Canada on the conditions mentioned in the | its disagreement. . 
, moving a reconsideration of that vote is to get the | fourth article of said treaty, and all other con- Mr. OLDS. I have no motion to make. 
bill before the House, in order to put it upon its | ditions of said treaty. Mr. BOCOCK. I move that the House agree 
’ passage. If the motion to reconsider is agreed || The second section of the bill provides that, | to the report of the committee of conference, se 
, to, I shall call the previous question; and if the | whenever the Province of New Foundland shal! | far as they have been able to agree. 
Ouse will sustain it, we can pass the bill in two || g!ve its consent to the terms of the said treaty, Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair receive that 
; minutes, and whenever the Legislature thereof, and the motion? ; : 
’ The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the | Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, pass the The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inquire 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayxy,] the gen- || necessary laws for that purpose, the said enumer- | of the gentleman from Ohio if he has submitted a 
t tleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hovsron,] and the | ated articles may be introduced, free of duty,into | written report? 
. ouse, that the motion to reconsider be entered, the United States from said Province. Mr. OLDS. No, sir. I have stated the facta 
and that it be taken up so soon as this appropria- | Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, I demandthe to the House as they occurred. I have no 
_ lon bill is disposed of? | yeas and nays upon the engrossment of the bill. authority from the committee of conference to 


ssentjwas expressed. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. , make any motion. 





a 


| 





ame | 


2Ap6 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Tf hope the House will ad- 
bere to ite disagreement to that amendment. I am 
requested by one member of the Enrolling Com- 
mittee of this House, who 1s well acquainted with | 
the «tate of the business before us, to state that it 
if ullerly mpossible to get through with all the 


billa be ore twelve o’clock to-day. 
rolling Committee in the Senate, and they state 
that the Enrolling Committee cannot examine prop- 
erly al! the bills by that time, even if the Houses 
can pass them. I therefore hope the House will 
agree to take up the resolution of the Senate and 
pass it, or that they will accede to some prop- 
osition by which the session may be extended at 
least a few hours. 

ss No 7 os No .% 

Mr. HOUSTON, Very well. The House can 
do as they please. I[ thought it my duty lo Say 
that I have seen Senator Bensamin, who 1s on the 
Enrolling Committee in the Senate, and that I 


have seen Judge Ciay, who is also a member of | 


that committee in the Senate, and both of them 
assure me that the enrolled bills cannot be properly 
examined; and one member of the House com- 
mittee has told me the same thing. Mr. Bensa- 
MIN thought that we might be able to do it by four 
or five o’clock. The others thought that we 
could not do it even in a much longer time. 

Mr. COBB. Will you state that the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Green] thought last mght that it 


I have also | 
spoken with two Senators who are upon the Eng} 


i 


| rising. 


| 


| 





could be done within the time which we have | 


fixed for the adjournment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. He is of a different opinion 
nuw, since the bills have been so much delayed 
by failures of committees of conference to agree, 
and the recess this morning of four hours. I 
have felt it to be my duty to state these facts to 
the House, and to let it take whatever action it 
might choose. I move to take up the resolution 
from the Senate extending the session. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the resolution be taken up? 

Mr. WALSH. | object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to suspend the rules 
for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
gentleman whether he would agree to such a mod- 
ication of the resolution as would extend the 


session until three o’clock this afternoon? I make | 


the inquiry, because | know that a great many || 


‘members have made their arrangements to leave 
the city by the five o’clock train this afternoon, 
and who will go. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will answer the gentleman 
by saying that [ shall take the best which I can 
get. I shall take nightfall, if 1 cannot get better; 
but 1 would much rather prefer an extension un- 
til to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to modify the resolution, so that the exten- 
sion shall be to three o’clock ? 

The SPEAISER. Discussion is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas and 

eas. 

Mr. HUNT. There appears to be an under- 
standing among members that until four o’clock 


will be time enough for the transaction of the neces- | 


sary business. 


Seo of “Prder!’’ all over the Hall.] 
he yeas and nays were ordered. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
cation—- 

Mr. WALSH. The question is not debat- 
able, and I call the gentleman to order. 

{Loud cries of ** Order!”’ and ** Hear him !’’] 


I will propose this modifi- 


{Great confusion prevailed in the Hall, a dozen | 


members addressing the Chair at the same time.] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, The chairman pro- 
poses an extension of the session until nightfall, 
and gentiemen can vote on that. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 

the session until six o’clock this evening. 

{Loud shouts of ** Order!”’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 

bama is not in order. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have to sa 
Renewed cries of ‘ Order !’’ 
‘he SPEAKER. All debate is out of order. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. A member ob- 

jecting should rise in his seat, 

The 

order. 





I propose an extension of | 





SPEAKER, The gentleman is out of 





Mr. STUART. The gentleman from Ne 
York (Mr. Watsn] objects to everything without 
] insist that when he objects he shall rise 
in his seat. 

{| Vociferous cries of ‘* Order !’’ from al] parts of 
the ad 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order, and will resume his seat; and the Chair now 
gives notice, that if similar disorder is witnessed 
upon this floor again, he will take the responsibility 
of ordering the Sergeant-at-Arms to take the 
offending member into his possession, and turn 
him over to the House, to be dealt with as the 
House shal! direct. 

{Cries of ‘* Good!’ ** Good!” from all parts 


| of the Hall.] 


Mr. KEILT. I rise to ask the Chair whether 


it is proposed that we shall proceed with business 


| until four o’clock 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 


| proposition before the body as he understands it. 
| The gentleman from Alabama {Mr. Hovsron] 


moves to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
taking up the resolution of the Senate, and ex- 
tending the time of the adjournment until Monday. 


| Since that time the gentleman from Alabama, 

| amid great confusion, has been talking about four 
b 

|| o’clock. 


W hat the proposition now is, the Chair 
is unable to inform the gentleman. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. Has the gentleman a motion 


| to make? 


Mr. GROW. I hope the House, by unani- | 
mous consent, will accept the proposition of the 
gentleman from Alabama to fix the hour of ad- 
journment at four o’clock. 

[Cries of ** Order !’’| 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Hovsron’s 
motion; and there were—yeas 130, nays 37; as 
follows: 


YFAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, || 


Appleton, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, Bocock, Breck- 
inridge, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, 
Cobb, Cook, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Jobn 
G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, Thomas 
LD. Eliot, Everhart, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, | 
Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Greenwood, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Howe, Hunt, Inger- 
soll, Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, 
Letcher, Lindsley, Macdonald, Mc Dougall, MceMullin, Me- 
Queen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, John G. Miller, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Morrison, Noble, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, | 
Ready, Reese, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, 
Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Straub, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. ‘Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Walker, Walley, Elli- 
hu B. Washburne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—130. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Brooks, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Chastain, Corwin, Ellison, English, An- 
drew J. Harlan, McCulloch, MeNair, Matteson, Maurice, 
Morgan, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Powell, Sabin, Sapp, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Sanaa 
J. Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel 
Washburn, and Wheeler—37. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 


ty 
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main question was ordered to be put. 


/amendment; and it was adopted. 


j 


were suspended, and the joint resolution was taken | 


up and read, as follows: 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the Ist July for the 


adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and the | 


same is hereby, extended to Monday next, the 7th instant, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to amend that res- 
olution by striking out the words ‘* Monday next, 





the 7th instant, at twelve o’clock, m.,’’ and in- | 
serting in lieu thereof, ‘* Saturday, the 5th August, | 
at eight o’clock, a: m.; and that the two Houses | 
adjourn at four o’clock, p.m., this day, to meet at 

twenty minutes before the hour of final adjourn- | 
ment.’”” 





| lieu of that offered by him. 


August 3, 
_Phsert Monday, August 7, at eight o’clock, a.m, : p 
vided, That no motion other than one to adjourn shal To. 
taken by either House after the hour of four o'clock phe 
this day. Pm, 
Several Mempers. That is right. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the previous 


L uesti 
The previous question was seconded.” _ 


» and the 
The question was taken on Mr. Camprei,’, 
The resolution, as amended, was then a 
Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider 
last taken, and also to lay the motion t 
sider upon the table; 
agreed to. 


_ POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL—aGaty 


| Mr. CHANDLER. As one of the manager, 
on the part of the House, to whom was referred 
the disagreeing vote on the Post Office bill, | ask 
permission of the House to makea statement, not 
| contradictory, but in adhesion to that made by the 
chairman of the committee, [Mr. Oxps.} “Th. 
proposition entertained and considered by the com. 
mittee can have no bearing upon any other post 
| office in the country, as the circumstances y on 
which the augmented income of these clerks jg 
founded do not exist in any other office. | fee 
confident that the committee of the Senate will not 
change their decision. They have given up, ag 
we have given up. But the amendment of the 
Senate looks to an increased compensation, and to 
a continuance of it. It would be a concession 
upon the part of the committee of the Senate to 
| limit that Increased compensation to one year; and 
| 1 ask the House to consent to instruct their com. 
| mittee to yield that point, and that the committee 
recommend the bill to the House with that amend- 
| ment. 

Mr. OLDS. I have no objection to the motion 

being made that the House instruct their com- 
| mittee in any way they please. My opinion is, 
| that the House will have to take some further 
| action, or the whole bill will fail. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 make the motion that 
| the House instruct its committee to concur in the 
| amendment of the Senate, with this amendment, 
| that the provision shall extend only for one year, 
| Let it stand for that time; and before then we can 
make some permanent provision regulating the 
| pay of these employees. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
| gentleman from Ohio to report that the Senate 
agree to recede from sundry amendments, and 
that the joint committee are unable to agree upon 
others. 

Mr. CHANDLER. There is only one upon 
which they disagree. 

Mr.OLDS. My statement was, thatthe House 
recedes from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate making an appropriation for the 
mail service at Key West, and that the Senate 
recedes from its amendment providing extra com- 
| pensation for a clerk in the Post Office Depart- 
| ment, and from its amendment giving the franking 
| privilege to ex-Vice Presidents of the United 
| States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest, 
| then, that the better plan would be to make the 
motion that the House agree to the report of the 
committee of conference, so far as they have been 
able to agree. 

| Mr. McMULLIN. It is utterly impossible 
| for the House to understand the subject-matter of 


greed to. 
the vote 


. © recon. 
which latter motion Wag 





| disagreement between the two Houses, unless the 


chairman of the committee of conference present 
his report in writing, or explain it more fully 
than he has yet done. 


[A message was here received-from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate have agreed to the 
report of the committee of conference to the bill of 
the House making appropriations for the naval 





Mr.CAMPBELL. Ihave a proposition which | Service for the year ending June 30, 1855.] 


I ask the gentleman from Alabama to accept in| 
It extends the time 
to Monday morning, and provides that no ques- 
tion other than a motion to adjourn shall be put to 
either House after four o’clock to-day. I ask to 
have my proposition read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio being of- 
fered. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 











Mr. OLDS. The difficulty in doing that 1s 
that the committee have not agreed upon any form 
in which to report. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 
House understands the matter, and I hope they 
will dispose of it in some way, without further 
delay. 

Mr. OLDS. I will state once more, and en- 
deavor to make myself understood. The first 
amendment about which the two Houses differed, 
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we between Charleston and Key West. The 
ser eg recede from its disagreement to that amend- 
a and it therefore stands as a part of the bill. 
Phere is another amendment providing for the 


yment of extra compensation to a clerk in the 


Post Office Department for the alleged perform- 
sce of double service. ‘The committee recom- 
a d that the Senate recede from that, and that it 


» not stand as a part of the bill. 
~ Another amendment proposes to extend the 
-nking privilege to the present surviving ex-Vice 


Presidents, and to all 
he United States. The committee recommend 
shat the Senate recede from that, and that it do 
at stand as a part of the bill. . 

“The only other amendment about which the 
two Houses differed was that imposing a tax of 
one mill per pound upon all the documents leaving 
the post office of this city, the proceeds of which 


. . f 
at making an appropriation for the mail | 


future ex- Vice Presidents of | 


are to be applied to the payment of an extra com- | 
nensation to the clerks in the city post office of | 


On this amendment the com- 


6250 per annum. C 
; They agree on all the points 


mittee cannot agree. 


byt this one, and the gentleman from Pennsyiva- | 


nia now proposes that the House shall instruct 
the managers of the conference, on its part, to con- 


| 


cur in the amendment with an amendment, pro- | 
viding that the appropriation shall be for one year | 


“Mr. CHANDLER. May 1 be allowed to. 


state that the reason for this addition to these 


clerks is the extraordinary labor which is imposed | 


onthem? They have the lowest existing salaries. 


They receive from $700 to $800 per annum, and | 
have to work from twelve to eighteen hours per | 


day. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Does the gentleman state 
that the clerks in the city post office only receive 
§700 or $800 per annum? 

Mr. CHANDLER, 
which we are talking do not receive any more. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Q 
kind enough to inform the House what additional 
compensation is proposed ? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Two hundred and $250. 


The class of clerks of | 


Will the gentleman be | 


Not beyond that, whatever may be the tax. Since | 


there has been a disagreement, I propose to limit 
the operation of the amendment to one year. 
The SPEAKER. The object of the gentleman 


is to have the ELouse recede from a particular | 


amendment. Will he state it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. My object is to have the 
House instruct its committee to agree with the 
Senate in its second amendment, with an amend- 


ment that its provisions shall not extend beyond | 


one year. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the committee of conference have agreed on aset- 
tiement of three or four of the disagreeing votes 
between the two Houses. I propose that the 


[ understand that | 


question be put whether the House will agree to | 


what the committee of conference has agreed to, | 


leaving this solitary point in reference to these 


clerks undecided. Then the House can act on 
that one. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- | 


stand that the committee of conference agreed to 
any report atall. It was understood that they 
had agreed as to part of theamendments, and that 
there was a parton which they could not agree. 
They have reported disagreement to the House. 


| 


Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsy!- | 


vania is putting his proposition in writing, and 
while he is doing so, I will say a few words. 
There is an amendment on which the committee 
of conference cannot come to a conclusion. Itis 
the amendment which provides for extra compen- 
sation to the clerks in the city post office of this 
city. The gentleman from Ohio says that, by the 
passage of this amendment, we shall open the 
oor for similar legislation in regard to all the 
other cities of the Union. It is different in the 
ve office here from what it is in any other city. 
he one here is the great place where all the 
lumber and stuff which is sent by members of 


Congress and the Departments has to be assorted, | 


and each given its proper direction. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I was a member of the com- 
mittee of conference, and feel happy that, for once 
in my life, 1 stand on the side of economy against 
my friend from Tennessee. The argument which 

© now submits was submitted in the committee 
by latitudinarian friends. It was urged in the 
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committee, and is now urged by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that great labor—some called it | 
extra work—is done in the city post office. Well, 
| would like to know, if that be so, whether they 

_ do not allow a number of clerks proportionate to | 
the business; and does it make any difference with | 
the clerks, provided that there are sufficient to do 
it, whether that business consists in sending free 
matter, or matter that pays ? 

Mr. JONES. Ido not know that I am very 
well posted as to how these clerks are paid; but 
my impression is, that the postmaster is allowed 
certain commissions and allowances, and that he 
employs clerks, and pays them out of those com- 
missions and allowances. What is left is his 
compensation for keeping the office. Upon all 
the matter sent from this city by the Congress of 
the United States, or its members, and by the 
Departments, there is no commission paid, be- 
cause there is no postage received here; and the 
commission is much less here, | take it, than at 
any other place in the Union. Unlike some mail 
matter, the postmaster cannot give the same com- 

, pensation out of commissions upon it that post- 
masters can give at other places. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move to instruct the 
House conferees to concur in the second amend- 
ment of the Senate, with the following proviso: 

Provided, That the operation of this clause shall not ex 
tend beyond one year from the passage of this act. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones} is mistaken as to the amount of 
compensation given to the postmaster of this city. 
By a law of the United States, you give to the 
postmaster of this city and the postmaster in 
New Orleans, $800 each extra compensation, 
which is not given toany other postmaster in the 
United States, for the reason that in these cities, 
and more especially in this, they have extra 
duties to perform. 

One word further. Their whole compensation 
is a commission, with the exception of this $800; 
and you require all postmasters in the United 
States, where their commissions amount to more 
than $2,000, to return the surplus to the reve iues 
of the Post Office Department, after paying their 
clerk hire and office rent. Out of his commission, 
and out of this $800, the postmaster of this city 
pays his clerks. | hold that, under the law passed 
by this Congress, giving the Postmaster General 
the power to pay extra compensation to post- 
masters of distributing offices adequate to the labor 
performed at these offices, the Postmaster General 
now has the power to give extra compensation to 
the postmaster of this city sufficient to meet the 
salaries and labor of the,clerks employed by him. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. As | understand 
this question, the postmasters of this city end 
New Orleans are allowed a commission, and also 
$800 extra compensation. This being the only 
tund for the compensation of his clerks, the post- 
master of this city finds, as he has need of many 
clerks, on account of the franking privilege, that 
he is not able to allow them a living compensation. 
How i#this living compensation to be supplied? 
Only in this way: for Congress to appropriate a 
certain sum to put their compensation on such a 
footing as will allow them to live. 

Now, the gentleman appears to think that there 
is & provision in the law already passed by which 
this thing can be done. I think he is mistaken 
about that. But, at any rate, therecan be no dif- 
ficulty in the matter. If they are paid by means 
of this appropriation, they will not be paid under 

_any other law. Now, I say here, as the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] says, that there 

| are no such drudges in all the country as these | 

| poor devils of clerks in the city post office; and 
yet they receive hardly enough pay to enable them 


| to live. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I was correct in 
my position that the postmaster here, as at other 
places, had to pay his clerks, and to get his own 
compensation out of the commission allowed to | 
him by law. The law to which the gentleman 

from Ohio (Mr. Oxps] refers—about the $800— 
| passed Congress some years ago, on the ground, 
| or on the assigned reason, that they could not out 
| of the commission and perquisites here, and at New 
| Orleans, pay their clerks, and then have $2,000 a 
| year each to themselves. 


| 
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Tennessee yield the floor, that | may ask for the 
appointmentof a committee of conference ? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to 
take up the amendment of the Senate to the mail 
steamer bill, and ask the House to insist upon its 


| disagreeing vote to the Senate’s amendment, and 


to appointa committee of conference to confer with 
the committee of the Senate, 

There being no objection, the committee of con- 
ference was appointed; and the following gentle- 
men were named the committee on the part of the 
House: Messrs. Hovsron, Morean, and Pow- 
ELL. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicks, Esq., its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the amend- 
ment of the House to the joint resolution extending 
the ume of adjournment of the present session of 
Congress. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the bill to carry 
into effect the provisions of the reciprocity treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
signed 15th June, 1854. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of a pri- 
vate character. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills, which thereupon received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

A bill for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo; 

A bill declaring the southern boundary of New 
Mexico; and 

A bill to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of the act entitled ** An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’’ approved September 28, 1850. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL——AGAIN. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (resuming ) | might, 
sir, perhaps, distrust the correctness of my position 
in this respect; but I differ with my friend from 
Virginia (Mr. Bocock] when [| hold that economy 
is not the largest price paid either for service, or 
property, or articles bought. Now, sir, | refer to 
the argument made here some few days ago by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxns,| in which 
he told the House that there were some three 
million tons of free matterannually carried by the 
mails through the post office of the country. 
Where, sir, does that matter start from; and 
where does that which comes from the other di- 
rection find its destination? One and a half mil- 
lions of tons start from this point, and more than 
another million is returned here to members of 
Congress and to the Departments. The whole of 
it has to pass through the hands of the clerks—or 
laborers, more properly called—in the city post 
Office; for they perform little or no clerical ser- 
vices, if I understand their duties. It is labor, 
labor, in handling those documents and assorting 
them, and giving them their proper direction; and 
then, when returns come to this city, in sorting and 
gtving them their proper direction. 

Now, sir, when a proposition is made to increase 
the pay of clerks who are really so—clerks who 
get up in the morning at their leisure, take their 
coffee, and get to their offices at the reasonable 
hour of nine o’clock, and retire at three—when a 
proposition is made to increase their compensation 
from a thousand, sixteen hundred, two thousand, 
and twenty-two hundred dollars, the advocates of 
it are thick and plenty allover the Hall. But,sir, 
when it is proposed to increase tne pay of these 


| men who have tobe up by wirns, I suppose, almost 


every night—all night, the chairman of the Corn- 
mittee on the Post Office near me says—who have 
to be there all day, opening, sorting, and deliver- 
ing mails, some of them the entire twenty-four 
hours, it is opposed, upon the ground that it will 
be a bad precedent. hen, I ask, was the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Oxps] ever found before to 
oppose the increase of the compensation of the 
officers in this city? If he has ever been, it has 
escaped my notice. I was surprised to find him 
opposed to it upon this occasion. | want the com- 
mittee to be instructed so to amend the provision 
as that the other officers in the post office, who 


(are now getting higher salaries, shall not be in- 


Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman from || cluded in the provision. 








i its citadel 0 


Le eee 


2 
‘ 
' 
I 
| 
i’ 
: 


Te ei , 


SO SN I 





—_ 


In conclusion, permit me to say, that I do not 
know a single individual in the city post office, 
except the postmaster himeelf, and that no one 








j 


from that office has ever said a word to me upon | 


the subject of their compensation. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 1 wish to ask the gen- 


tleman one question, He has said that thisis the 
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clerk to the storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000 ; 


one clerk to navy ageat, $2,000. 


And adopt a substitute therefor, as follows: 
That at the navy vard at San Francisco, the pay of the 


|| commander shall be $3,500 per annum, one civil engineer, 


first time that the chairman of the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads was ever found | 


opposed to the increase of the compensation of 
clerks. 
nessee if it is not the first time he has advocated it? 

Mr. JONES. I say it is not. Whenever I 
find a case where the compensation is not suf- 


I desire to ask the gentleman from Ten- | 


ficient, I am willing to vote to increase it liberally. | 


i know there are many clerks now in this city 
whose services are better worth $5,000 a year to 
this Government than those of others in the same 
Department are worth $500. 

Sir, the people of this country are distracted at 


times about politcal questions, and political aspi- | 


rants, as to who shall fill the White House at 
the other end of the avenue, who shall fill the 


heads of Departments, or who shall! have seats || 


upon this floor; but, sir, my experience has 


brought me to this concluston, that this Govern- | 


ment is practically administered by the clerks in 
the Departments of this city. 
vious question. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. 
‘Tennessee to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question for a few minutes? 

{¢ tries of ** Not’? 6 No!’’] 

Mr. JONES 
the gentlemen from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanp- 
LeR,} one of the commitiee upon this subject, and 
I cannot withdraw it. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question was ordered to be put, being upon || 


Mr. Cuanpter’s proposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
in relation to that instruction, of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. The amendment in contro- 
versy provides for twelve months, and I desire to 


know whether this amendment is to extend back | 


twelve months, and also extend forward twelve 
months? 

Mr. KITTREDGE. I demand tellers. 

Mr. CHANDLER. May | beallowed to state 
that this extra compensation is not to extend be- 
yond a year? 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Putuuipes | 


and OLos were appointed 
The question was taken; and the proposition 


was agreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes 
104, noes 17 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the committee of confer- | 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on amendments of the Senate to the Navy appro- 
priation bill, made the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 97) © making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1855,”" having met, after full and free conference, 
have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their 
respective Houses, as follows: 


That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House | 


of Representatives to the eighth amendment of the Senate. 


That the Senate recede from its first amendment, and |) pyblie lands may bave been in market, as well as the quan- 


tity, classified according to the act graduating and reducing || 


adept a substitute therefor, as follows : 
That at the 


$4,000 per annum, and the pay of the navy agent, who 
shall discharge the duties of both purser and navy agent, 
shall be $4,000 
That the Senate recede from its ninth, thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and sixteenth amendments. 
8. R. MALLORY, 
J.D. BRIGHT, 
H.S. GEYER, 
Munagers on the part of the Senate. 
* JOHN 8. PHELPS, 
8. P. BENSON, 
PETER ROWE, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. PHELPS. The eighth amendment of 
the Senate is an appropriation for the San Fran- 
cisco navy-yard. The House of Representatives 
amended that amendment by striking out the fol- 
lowing words: ** officers’ quarters.”” The Senate 
concurred in that amendment. 

The Senate recede from their first amendment, 
which reads as follows: 

That at the navy-yard at San Francisco the pay of the 
commander shali be $3,500 per annum; the pay of one 


storekeeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one 
draughtsman, who shal! be clerk to engineer, $2,000 ; one 


I wish to ask one question, | 


1 demand the pre- | 


I ask the gentleman from | 


The floor was yielded to me by || 








vavy yard at San Francisco the pay of the | 
commander shall be 335500 per annum ; one civil engineer, | 





$4,000 per annum; and the pay of the navy agent, who 
shall discharge the duties of both purser and navy agent, 
shall be $4,000 per annum. 

The Senate recede, also, from their sixth, ninth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth,and sixteenth amendments. 
They in fact recede from all the other amendments 
upon which there were disagreeing votes, from 


the appropriation for the naval depot at New Or- 


leans, from the provision for the officers of the 
Texan Navy, and also from the provision for the 
retired list of the Navy. I demand the previous 
question upon the adoption of the report. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 


| Main question ordered to be put. 


The question was then taken upon concurring 
in the reportof the committee; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the report of the committee was concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

FRAUDS ON THE TREASURY. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask permis- 


| sion of the House to make a report, and introduce 
a bill from the Judiciary Committee, in the Gard- 


iner case. The report is a long one, and I do 
not propose to have it read, but | desire to have it 
referred, together with the bill, to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed, 

Leave being granted, the bill was received, read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows: ** A 
bill to prevent frauds on the Treasury of the | 
United States,’’ and then, together with the re- | 


| port, was referred to the Committee of the Whole 


'on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


THE GARDINER CASE. 
Mr. STANTON. 


committee to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to institute 


| proceedings in law or equity against all such agents, attor- 


neys, and confederates, as nay have assisted in prosecut- | 


ing the claims of George A. Gardiner and John H. Mears, 
or either of them, before the board of commissioners ap- 
pointed under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo for the ad 


judication of claims ow Mexico, in order to test their liability | 


| to refund the amounts paid them as agents, attorneys, con 





federates or assignees, out of the awards made by the said | 


commissioners to said Gardiner or Mears. 


The question was.put; and the resolution was | 


agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask that the report, with 
the accompanying testimony, be printed. 

It was so ordered. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. COBB. I 


It is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior cause to be 
prepared, for the use of the House of »-Repre-entatives, 
during the recess of Congress, a statement of the time the 


the price of the public lands, passed 4th August, 1854. 
The resolution was adopted. 
BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. STRAUB. I ask leave to offer the follow- | 


| ing resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of bill No. 428, granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
Mr. STRAUB. Then I move a suspension of 


| the rules to enable me to introduce the resolu- | 


uon. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order to indicate 
what the bill in question is? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution sufficiently 
describes it. Is there any objection to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Frorence) making 
a statement? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The question was taken on Mr. Srravs’s mo- 
tion; and (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were not suspended. 


L GLOBE. 





, gentleman that this is not a question of pri 


I am instructed by the same | 


desire to offer a resolution | 
which, I know, no gentleman in the Hayse will | 
| object to. 


August 3, 

| Mr. PHILLIPS. I move to reconsider 
oo by which _ resolution, reported from - 
ommittee on the Judiciary a few mi F 
was adopted. c o. 

The resolution instructs the President to j 
tute proceedings in law or equity against th, 
e 


agents, attorneys, and confederates of Gara; 
The SPEAKER. The Chair must a 


lo the 
- > Vilege 
| or a privileged question. ’ 


Mr. PHILLIPS. f thought it was. 


SWAMP LANDS. 

| Mr.GREENWOOD. There is a bill stand) 

| first upon the Calendar of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, in reference ec 
which there appears to have been some partis} 
understanding with the gentleman from a. 
[Mr. Henn] last evening. P 

It is a bill ** for the relief of the purchasers and 

locators of swamp and overflowed lands.” I 
move that the Committee of the Whole on th 
state of the Union be discharged from the furthe 

_ consideration of that bill, in order to take jt a 

| and act upon it now. , 

; Mr. MATTESON. I object to its introduc. 
tion. 

Mr.GREENWOOD. Then I move to gus. 
| pend the rules in order to enable me to submit the 
| motion. 

The question was taken; and, on a divig 
there were—ayes forty-four. 

So the motion was disagreed to, two thirds no 
in favor thereof. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. As thy 
matter is disposed of, | wish to ask leave of the 
House to introduce a bill, of which previous yo. 
tice has been given. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object anyhow, upon a‘ 
venture. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If there is any gentle 
man here who has any local matter he is anxious 
to have attended to, I will not stand in his way. 
I yield to the gentleman from Florida. 


RESERVED LANDS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. MAXWELL. It will be remembered, 
that some days since, upon my motion, a bill au- 
thorizing the sale of certain reserved lands was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
object of the bill was to withdraw the reservation 
over certain military lands which have become 
useless for military purposes. I said the bil! was 
referred to the Committee on*Public Lands; but, 
by some mishap, it has become misplaced, and 
cannot be found. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair understands 

the gentleman desires to have another copy of the 
| bill obtained. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I will explain whatI wish 
todo. The bill was under consideration by the 
| Committee on Public Lands, and they agreed to 
report it to the House, with a recommendation 
that the second and third sections be stricken out; 
| and that, as so amended, it pass. I now ask the 
leave of the House to introduce a bill in place of 
it, leaving out the second and third sections of the 
| other bill, so as to make it conform to the action 
of the Committee on Public Lands. The bill will 
then stand precisely as the Committee on Public 
Lands agreed to report it. 

Mr. WALSH. Does the gentleman propos 

|| to put it upon its passage? 

‘| Mr. MAXWELL. I do. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

| Mr. MAXWELL. move to suspend the 
rules; and demand tellers upon the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox, and 
|| McDoveatt, were appointed. 
|| The question was taken; and the rules were no 
|| suspended, two thirds not voting in the affirmative. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair would beg 


on, 





make a suggesition to the House. There is agreal 
press on the Chair for the floor, and he proposed 
yesterday that reports be received from commit 
|| tees, and that bills and resolutions reported, bert 
ferred without debate. The Chair now renews tht 
suggesition. A number of gentlemen were out 

the House when it was submitted before. Each 
| gentleman rises in his place, and thinks that he 
|| best entitled to the floor. Irritation is the conse 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


quence, as well as a great deal of trouble and per 
lexity, and sometimes mortification to the Chair. 
| he Chair hopes the course s 
pursued. 


may be 
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's upon the Speaker’s table which may be taken 
‘and considered. I move that we go to the 
pysiness Upon the Speaker’s table, and that no bill 

oyt on its passage unless there be no objection 


b 


a SPEAKER. Unless objection be made 


shat course will also be pursved. 
“No objection was made. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a personal 
explanation. [t will be recollected by the House 
‘nat the other day the gentleman from New York 
‘Mr. HveHes] and I engaged in a discussion of 
ot Mr. Ridd! 
the proposition to refund Mr. Riddle moneys ad- 
ne } . J 
yanced by him. In the face of my declaration 
chat | made no reflection on the honesty of Mr. 
Riddle, the gentleman thought proper to proceed 
with the following remarks: 

«Jt was stated as a matter of reflection upon Mr. Riddle, 
as[ thought. I know him well; and he is as high-minded 
‘nd honorable a gentleman as lives in Massachusetts—pur- 
suing his business ina laudable way. If he sells anything, 
ye sells quadrupeds, not bipeds; and I am glad that his 
vocation is of that description—his auctioneering of that 


sort 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask if this personal 
explanation isin order? If itis not, I object to it, 
for the debate can be corrected elsewhere. 

Mr. SMITH. I shall be through in one min- 
ute, I was saying that the other day, when the 
debate occurred upon the proposition to allow Mr. 
Riddle the sum of money advanced by Mr. Pea- 
jody for defraying the expenses of the transport- 
ation of American products to the London Indus- 
trial Exhibition, the gentleman from New York, 
‘Mr. Hueues,] in the face of my declaration that 
in my remarks [ made no reflection upon the hon- 
esty of Mr. Riddle, and of course when it was 
wholly unnecessary, made use of the following 
language—— 

Cries of ** Order !’’} 

Mr. SMITH. I beg gentlemen will allow me 
the privilege of saying that I did not hear these 
remarks. My rule is to respond promptly to ail 
impertinence; for, without a reply, it is presumed 
to be acquiesced in and submitted to. 

The SPEAKER. In execution of the order, 
made by the unanimous consent of the House, the 
Chair will now proceed to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask if it is notin order to 
move a reconsideration of a vote now? » 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order to sub- 
mit such a motion, but it can only be entertained 
hereafter when some higher privileged motion is 
not pending. Does the gentleman desire to sub- 
mit a motion to reconsider that it may be entered 
upon the Journal? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
hereafter. 

Mr. HENN. I tried to get the ear of the 
Speaker, to object to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Steruens,] for this 
reason: It was the understanding this morning, 
when the appropriation bills were out of the way, 
that | would be permitted to call up the bill in 
relation to swamp lands, which is first upon the 
Calendar in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

_ Mr. ORR, The Speaker, as I understand it, 
is not acting under the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair embraced in his 
suggestion that of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Srepuens,] with the distinct understanding 
that bills upon the Speaker’s table, to which no 
objection was made, should be taken up and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. HENN. I do fot wish to discuss the bill 
which I wish to take up. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be taken up now, 
unless by the unanimous consent of the House, 
oe House is acting under a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. HENN. ILappeal to the House if they 
did not understand this morning, when I with- 
drew my objection to the adjournment until nine 
o'clock, that this bil would come up ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa 
asks the unanimous consent of the House to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union from the bill referred to by him. 

Mr. LETCHER. What bill is it? 


I will submit the motion 


"Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There are some | 
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Mr. HENN. It is the swamp land bill. 
Mr. LETCHER. I object. 


REFERENCE OF BILLS—AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the 
order of the House, made by unanimous consent, 
and the bills upon the Speaker’s table were taken 
up in their order. 

An act granting the right of way to the St. 
Louis and tron Mountain railroad through the 
arsenal, magazine, and Jefferson barracks, re- 
turned from the Senate with an amendment. 

Mr. ORR. That will give rise to debate, and 
I object to it. 

The bill remained on the table, and all subse- 
quently objected to shared the same fate. 

An act to grant a homestead of one hundred and 
sixty acres of the public lands to actual settlers, 
returned from the Senate with amendments. 


Mr. ASHE objected. 


An act for the relief of Betsy Nash, and the 
widow of J. C. Batchelder. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 1 believe it is not in ac- 
cordance with the understanding of the House to 
put that bill upon its passage. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. . | object to it. 


An act for the relief of Elenry Lewis, of Clinton 
county, Indiana, returned from the Senate with 
amendments. 

Mr: DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the 
House do concur in the amendments of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
amendments: 

First amendment: 

That Henry Lewis and Moses Pettit, of Perkins county, 
Indiana, be, and are hereby, each authorized to enter, free 
of cost, except the fees of the land office, forty acres of 
tand out of that subject to private entry, at any land office 
in the United States, or in the ‘Territories thereo!, in full of 
their respective Claius for money paid to the register of the 
land office tu Indiana ia the year 1837, tie amount thereof 
being fitty dojlars. 

Second amendment: 

Amend the title as follows: 

After the word ‘* Lewis” add the 
Peitit.”’ 


words *fand Moses 


The question was taken on the amendments; 
and they were respectively concurred in. 

Joint resolution relating to the raft of Red river. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. The subject-matter of 
that joint resolution has been incorporated in the 
Army bill, which was passed this morning. 1 
would ask the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Puevps] if | am not right in saying so? 

Several MemBers. Oh, let it pass. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. No; I object. 

Senate bill supplemental to an act entitled ‘*An 
act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for 
the better preservation of the lives of passengers 
on board vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, and for other purposes,’’ approved 30th 
August, 1852. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Senate bill to improve the naval service. 

Mr. PHELPS. I object. 

Senate bill ** for the more effectual suppression 
of the slave trade in American-built vessels.”’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 understand, Mr. Speaker, 
that the business of the next session will be taken 
up exactly as we leave it. 

The SPEAKER. That is the order. 

Senate bill ‘‘ giving to Jasper Strong, George 
Tyrrell, and associates, the right of way for a 
railroad through the reserved land near the navy- 
yard at Pensacola, Florida.”’ 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 


IONAL GLOBE. 


Senate bill to revive for a limited time an act in 
relation to the donations of land to certain per- 


sons in the State of Arkansas. 


Mr. LETCHER. Read the bill for inform- | 


ation. 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 

The bill makes provision in respect to certain 
claims to donations of land in Arkansas, which 
have been adjudicated and allowed by the register 
and receiver of the proper land district, in virtue of 
the provisions of the eighth section of the act of 
Congress approved 24th May, 1828, entitled ‘* An 
act to authorize the State of Ohio to extend the 
Miami canal.” 


‘of a certain railroad in said State 
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by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands.’’ 

Senate bill granting land in alternate sections to 
the States of Louisiana, Mississipp, and Arkan- 
sas, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
New Orleans to Mobile.’’ 

Mr. COBB. I object 

Senate bill granting land in aiternate sections 
to the State of Missouri, to aid in the construction 
Read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Senate bill for the better preservation of life and 
property from vessels shipwrecked on the coast of 
the United States. Read a first and second time 
by its title. 

Mr.SKELTON. That isa bill which it is im- 
portant should be passed. It passed the Senate 
unanimously, and | think, if the House will hear 
it read, there will be no objection to its being pat 
upon its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think that bill had better 
be examined by the Committee on Commerce be- 
fore it passes. I move hat it be referred to that 
committee, 

The motion was agreed to 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Assury Dickins, their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that they had passed, without 
amendment, a bill of this House of the following 
title: 

A bill authorizing the payment of balance of the 
property accounts between the United States and 
the State of New York, for military stores in the 
war of 1812, and sundry private bills. 

That the Senate had passed, with amendments, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House, bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain Mat- 
thew Jack, deceased; and 

A bill to provide a pension for Captain Thomas 
Porter. 

Also, that they had passed a joint resolution 
and bills of the Senate of the following titles, in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House: 

A joint resolution to enable the Secretary of 
the Interior to retain the present force in the Gen- 
eral Land Office until the next session of this Con- 
gress; 

An act for the relief of Henry S. Sanford; 

An actto amend the * Act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress,”’ approved August, 1842, and for other 
purposes; and 

An act for the relief of Elliot Smith, William 
C. Greene, and Nathaniel Farnsworth.]} 


Senate bill to provide for the payment of such 
creditors of the late Republic of Texas as are 
comprehended in the act of Congress of Septem- 
ber 9, 1850. Read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Senate joint resolution ‘* for the confirmation of 
certain entries and locations of military warrants 
made in the State of Michigan.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to that resolution 
being taken up. 

Senate bill for the relief of the Office of Indian 
Affairs. Read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. ROBBINS. [I would much prefer that 
that bill should be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has already been 
referred, and the reference cannot be changed un- 
leas the gentleman moves to reconsider the vote 
by which it was referred. 


Mr. ROBBINS. Let it go. 


Senate bill supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to amend an act entitled ** An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam, and for other purposes,’’ approved 30th 
of August, 1852. 

Mr. HENN. 
up. 

Senate joint resolution “‘ for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Seth M. Leavenworth.” 


I object to that bill being taken 


The bill was then read a first and second time || Read a first and second time by ite title. 
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Mr. PHELPS. If the House will allow me to | 


explain for a moment, | think there will be no ob- 
jection to that joint resolution being put upon its 
passage. An act was passed in 1846 authorizing 
a settlement to be made with Mr. Leavenworth. 
Since that time Mr. Leavenworth has died. And 
the object of the resoluuion is to authorize the 
wroper accounting officers to pay to his heirs and 
ame representatives the money which was appro- 
printed for his benefit by the act of 1846. 
that the resolution may be read, and I hope no 
objection will be made to its being put upon its 
yassage, 

The resolution was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know what 
the damages were awarded for? 

Mr. PHELPS. 
some mail contract. ‘lam not acquainted with the 
circumstances of the passage of the original act of 
1646, but this is merely to pay to the heirs and 
legal representatives of this man the money which 
would have been paid to him under that act if he 
had lived. 

Mr. LETCHER. I think it had better be ex- 
amined before we pass it. | move to refer it to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Senate bill **for the relief of Magdalena Van 
Ness, widow of Cornelius P. Van Ness, de- 
ceased.’? Read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr.CHURCHWELL. Is itin order to move 
to put that bill on its passage? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. | ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to put it upon its passage. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I object. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Can I move to sus- 
pend the rules? , 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
while the House is acting under a suspension of 
the rules. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Senate bill ** for the relief of David F. Douglass, 
Jate marshal of the northern district of California.”’ 
Read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims 


Senate bill ‘* to establish certain additional post | 


roads,’’ was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
made unnecessar 
which was passed the other day. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 


passed subsequently to the passage of the bill to 


I suppose that is 


which the gentleman refers, and is for the purpose | 


of supplying omissions in that bill. 

Mr. EDDY. Is it in order to amend the bill? 

The SPEAKER. 
jection. 

The bili was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read a third time, and 
passed, 


Not unless there be no ob- 


House bill *‘ for the relief of the heirs of Captain | 


Matthew Jack, deceased,’’ returned from the Sen- 
ate with an amendment. 


The amendment of the Senate was to strike out | 
the words ‘together with interest on the same.”’ | 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


House bill ** to provide a pension for Captain | 


Thomas Porter,’’ returned from the Senate with 
an amendment. 

The amendment was to strike out lines twelve, 
thirteen, and fourteen, of the bill, which read as 
follows: 


** And the amount found due under the provisions of this | 


act shali be paid to the children of said Thomas Porter.”’ 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Senate bill ‘* for the relief of Sherman Pierce;”’ 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

{[Mr. HENN from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, the bill ** mak- 
ing appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 
completion of certain public works heretofore com- 
menced under the authority of law;’’ which there- 
upon received the signature of the Speaker. ]} 

Senate bill ** allowing exchanges, and grantin 
additional school lands in the several States whic 


I ask. 


I think it was in reference to | 


by the general post route bill, | 


I understand that it was | 
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by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. . 

Senate bill ‘* to provide for taking charge of the 
Louisville and Portland canal, and to prevent the 
same trom falling into bad repair;’’ read a first and 
second tume by its uile, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 


Senate bill *‘ granting the right of way to the 


Marysville and Benicia railroad through and over | 


the grounds of the United States, at Benicia, Cali- 
fornia;”’ was read a firstand second time by its ttle, 
ordered to a third reading, and was accordingly 
read the third time, and was subsequently passed. 

Senate bill ** to authorize the title of the United 
States to loc No. 20, in square No. 160, to be con- 
yeyed to F. A. Whitney;”’ read a first and second 
time by its utle, and referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 


Senate bill ‘to provide for the surrender of cer- || 


tain bonds of the State of Indiana, and held by 
the United States.’’ 

Mr. EUGERILON. I object to that bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 trust that the gen- 
tleman who objected to this bill will withdraw his 
objection. Lt 1s of great interest to my State. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 1 understand all about this 
case. Let it go to the Committee on Claims. 

‘The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Senate resolution ‘*to enable the Secretary of 
the Lreasury to retain the present force in the 
General Land Office ull the next session of this 
Congress.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. Let that be sent to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its utle, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Senate bill ** for the relief of Elliott Smith, Wil- 
liam C. Greene, and Nathan Farnsworth;’’ read 


a first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Claims. 


Senate bill ‘* for the relief of Henry S. Sanford;”? || 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Senate bill ‘* to amend the ‘ Act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
Congress,’ approved August 19, 1842, and for other 
|| purposes. ”” 

‘|| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope that 
last bill will be put upon its passage. | rise, at 


report here on the subject, but it is not necessary 
to have itread. The object of the bill is to have 
these foreign statistics published, and laid before 
Congress. 

Several Mempers. Read the bill. 

The bill was_read in extenso by the Clerk. 
| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 

of the gentleman from Georgia will be complied 

with, and that the bill will be passed. It is cer- 
| tainly of the highest importance. 
|| Mr. PENNINGTON. 1 object to its being 
put upon its passage. 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
| by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 
| Mr. OLDS. I desire to make a report from a 
|| committee of conference. 
|| Mr. HENDRICKS. Before that is done, I 
wish to move to reconsider the vote by which a 
| pension bill for the relief of Captain Thomas 
| Porter was referred, upon my motion, in order 


that we may take it up and agree to a Senate | 


amendment thereto. 
|| The bill (No. 270) was read for information. 
| It provides for placing upon the pension roll the 
‘| name of Captain Thomas Porter, at the rate of 
\| aoe dollars a month for the time therein speci- 
ed. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up. 
|| Mr.HENDRICKS. The Senate have amended 
|| the bill by striking out the words: 


| And the amount found due under the provisions of this 


|| et, shall be paid to the children of said Captain Thomas 
Porter. 


1 move that the House concur in thatamendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. OLDS. I rise to make a report from the 
committee of conference on the Post Office bill. 


contain public lands;’’ read a first and second time || It.is as follows: 


the request of the Secretary of State, to offer a | 


hope the request | 
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'| ‘The committee of conference on the 


di y 
the two Houses on bill (No. 336) entitled "An ant be A 
appropriations for the Post Office Department for ene 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, having met afr fiseay 
and tree conference, do agree to the following repon: tal 
That the House agree to recede from its disagreen, 
the second amendment of the Senate, and concur wine ‘s 
Senate in its third amendment, with the followin eee 
ment thereto: § amend. 
Strike out of said third amendment these words. « 
said allowance to commence with the fiscal year, be ss the 
July 1, 1853, and to be computed for the first year fens 
| ascertained weight for the month of January, 1854 7 me 
| insert in lieu thereof the following : . yas 
| ‘*This allowance to commence with the 
act, and to continue for one year only, and 
from the ascertained weight for the 
1854.” 
The Senate agree to recede from its fourth 
amendmeut. 


king 


passage of this 
to be computed 
month of January 

’ 


JACKSON MORTON. 


W.K. SEBASTIAN, 
I. P. WALKER, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
EDSON B. OLDS, 
JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
Managers on the purt of the House. 
The third amendment, to which the committee 
recommend a concurrence, with an amendment 
relates to the additional allowance to the clerks is 
| the @ity post office. It is already understood by 
the House. 

The fourth and fifth amendments, from which 
the Senate recede, are sections five and six, as fo). 
lows: 

‘| Bec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the surviving 
late Vice President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters, and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while in office. And the same 


authority shall belong to future Vice Presideuts after they 
go out of office. 


Sec. 6. “And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans. 
| ton Lowrie a reasonable compensation for performing the 
duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 
| exceed half pay of aclerk for the time he was so employed, 
| The question now being upon the adoption of 
| the report of the committee of conference, it was 
| taken, and decided in the affirmative. 
|| So the report was adopted. 
| Mr. OLDS moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the report was adopted, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
|| latter motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask the consent of the 
| House to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
| bill No. 420, for the relief of Henry S. Sanford. 
|| Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I appeal to the gentleman 
to withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will inform the 
| gentleman from Connecticut that the bill to which 
| he refers has already been taken from the Speak- 
| er’s table, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 
| Mr. INGERSOLL. Well, sir, I move to re- 
| consider the vote by which it was so referred. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be entered, 
but not considered while the House is acting under 
a suspension of the rules. ; 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I will submit the motion, 
| and call it up at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker's 
table Senate bill (No. 236) granting to the States 
of Indiana and Illinois a portion of the public 
lands, to aid in the construction of the Indiana 
and Illinois Central railway. ; 

Mr. WALSH. Does the gentleman desire to 
put it upon its passage’ 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. If the gentleman will hear the 
| bill read, t think he will not object. 
| Mr. WALSH. I do object. 

Mr. REESE. | ask the consent of the House 
to take up for consideration Senate bill (No. 256) 
|| for the relief of the West Feliciana Railroad, and 
|| the Georgia Railroad, and Banking Companies. 

Mr. WALSH. L[object. The order for calling 
committees for reports was given for a specific 
purpose, and I shall object to everything until 
that order has been executed. : 

Mr. LETCHER. I objected to Senate bill 
(No. 428) granting to Jasper Strong, George Fen- 
ell, and thejr associates, the right of way for & 
railroad through the reserved lands near twe navy- 
yard at Pensacola, in the State of Florida. 
understand now from the gentleman from Florida 
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t there are no buildings on the lands through 
ich it is proposed to extend the railroad that 
be injured by fire. In that state of the case, | 
withdraw my objection to taking the bill up. 
vr. WALSH. I renew the objection. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I appeal to the gentleman 
+o withdraw his objection. , 
Mr. WALSH. I do not withdraw it. 
Mr. ASHE. I understand that there is no 
orivilege now for the suspension of the rules ? 
' The SPEAKER. When the order of the 
House is executed it will then be in order to move 
‘ suspension of the rules. . j 
“Mr. ORR. L[riseto a privileged question. I 
move to recortsider the vote by which Senate reso- 
ytion (No. 27) ** to enable the Secretary of the 
Interior to retain the present force in the Land 
Ofice until the next session of this Congress,’’ was 
relerred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
| will explain the resolution in two minutes, so that 
[ think there will be no objection to it. 





tha 
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Mr. ASHE. I object. } | 
Mr.ORR. Cannot the motion to reconsider be 
entered ? 


The SPEAKER. It can be entered and con- 
sidered hereafter some time or other. 
Mr. ORR. Then I ask that the motion be en- 


tered. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to execute the 
further order of the House by calling committees 
for reports for reference without debate. 

> 7 ~ : 

Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Pub- 
ic Lands, reported back Senate bill (No. 126) ** to 
relinquish to the State of Wisconsin the lands 
reserved for salt springs therein,’’ with the follow- 
ing amendment: 

That in lieu of the twelve salt springs, with six sec tions 
if land adjoining to each, heretofore granted to the State of 
Wiseonsin, for ifs use, by the fourth clause of the seventh 
section of an actentitled “ An act to enable the people of 
Wisconsin I rritory to form a constitution and State govern. 
ment, and for the admission of said State into the Union,”? 
approved the sixth day of August, in the year 1846, there be 
and hereby is, granted to said State of Wisconsin, to be se- 
lected by the Legislature of said State, out of any public lands 
subject (0 private entry, and to be sold in such manner as | 
the Legislature may direct, for the benefit and in aid of the 
university Of said State, and for no other purpose whatso 
ever, seventy-two sections of land: Provided, That in the 
selections of land, heretofore made under an act entitled 
“ An act to extend the time for the selection of the lands 
granted to the State of Wisconsin for saline purposes,’ 
approved the 4th day of May, 1852, « and whieh shall not 
have been sold by the United States, and is not legally 
claimed by preémption or otherwise, shall be. and hereby 
are, granted and confirmed to said State for the use of the 
university Of said State, as part of the seventy-two sections 
hereby granted. 


Mr. LETCHER. I should like to make an 
inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio. Is it the 
understanding that when these lands were first 
selected they were found to be saline lands? 

Mr. DISNEY. They were not. 

Mr. LETCHER. What then? 

Mr. DISNEY made some remarks in expla- 
nation of his amendment, and in reply to Mr. 
Lercuer, which were entirely inaudible at the 
reporter’s desk, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to, 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and was read the third time and, passed. 

Mr. COBB. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to consider Senate bill (No. 93,) ** to 


| 


| volved in the bill. 


The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and so referred. 

A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the Tnited States, by Siwwey Wessrenr, 
Esq., his Private Secretary, informing the House 
that he had this day approved and signed, among 
others, an act to repeal the first proviso of the 
fourth section of an act granting bounty lands to 
certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States. 

A message was also here received from the 
Senate, noufying the House that the Senate had 
agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Senate’s amendments to the act making 


appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
epartment. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Some five months ago 
a bill from the land office, interesting to my dis- 
trict, was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. My friend and colleague [Mr. Disney] 
desires to report back that bill, and have it put 
upon its passage. It is for the survey of public 
lands, and it is not probable that there will beany 
objection to it. I understand from the Commis- 
sioner that the bill is absolutely necessary to en- 
able the surveyor of the district to carry on the 
survey. I ask the consent of the House to allow 
that bill to be reported. [tiga bill « allowing the 
further time of two years to those holding lands 
by entries in the Virginia military district of Ohio, 
which were made prior to the Ist of July, 1852, to 
have the same surveyed and patented.”’ 

{Cries of ** Let it be referred. a 

Mr. DISNEY. There is very little matter in- 
I will explain in a few words 
how the matter stands. 

Mr. WALSH. | object to debate. 

[Cries of «Oh, itis all right; itis understood!) 

Mr. DISNEY. | want simply to explain the 
necessity 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Debate is ob- 





| jected to by the gentieman from New York. 


Mr. DISNEY. But! do not intend to make an 
argument, I merel 

{Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order ry 

‘The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

It provides that the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line won the continental establishment, 
their heirs or assigns, entitled to bounty lands, 
who have, prior to the Ist of January, 1852, been 
entered within the tract reserved by Virginia, be- 
tween the Little Miami and the Scioto rivers, from 





| Intervening local points, shall be allowed the time 
| of two years, from and after the passage of the act, 
| to make and return their Surveys, and werrants, 

or certified copies of warrants, to the General Land 


| 


establish an additional land office in the State of | 
| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


Florida, to be called the district of Tampa.” 
| addressed a note to the Commissioner of the 
reneral Land Office to learn whether it was ab- 
solutely necessary to establish this additional land 
office, and in reply he Says that it is needed. | 
am satisfied that the bill ought to pass, and | hope 


that there will beno objection to it upon the part of | 
any gentleman. 


Mr. WALSH. | object. Itis only to create 
& new office. 
_ Mr. DICK. Task leave to introduce a bill to 


ashington, 

The SPEAKER. How does 
Propose to have it referred ? 

Mr. DICK. I prefer having it put upon its 


passage. 


Mr. PRATT. 


‘00 late to have this bill introduced and passed. 
Mr. DICK, 


to a Committee of the Whole House. 


the gentleman 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Office. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. WALSH. I object; let it be referred. 

Mr. DISNEY, I will make a brief Statement 
of the facts. By the existing law there is no au. 
thority to survey these lands. By her deed of 
cession Virginia relinquished all her right and title 
to them. This provision applies to parties in 
Virginia who had made entries of portions of this 
land, but cannot get them surveyed, because there 
is no law authorizing them to be surveyed. This 
bill simply proposes to authorize the surveyor to 
survey them. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


subsequently read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. LILLY. I rise for the purpose of asking 
a favor of this House, a thing which I have not 
done before this session. It 8 to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole House from the further 
consideration of a private bill, that it may be 
taken up and passed. Two weeks ago, when that 


| bill was reached on the Calendar, it was objected 


to by a gentleman from North Carolina; and one 


| week ago it was called again, but | was unalxe to 
incorporate an Insurance company in the city of 


be here to attend to it. The gentleman who ob- 
jected to it on a former occasion recently came to 


_me and requested that I should ask the House to 


| take up the bill, as he withdrew his objection to 
it, being perfectly satisfied that the bili is right. 
It is Senate bill (No. 337) for the relief of Eliza 


I dislike to object, bat it is really | M. Evans. 


Mr. BARRY. 


If unanimons consent is neces- 


Well, then I ask it to be referred || Sary to take up that bill, [ object to it, and for the 


| reason that for four months I have had a report 
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which I have desired to make; and to-day com- 
mittees are being called, and if we proceed, there 
is some chance of getting in the report. 

Mr. LILLY. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 


Mr. BARRY. 


Mr. ASHE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
pay to Jobn Costin, a laborer employed in the office of the 
Clerk, two dollars a day, in consideration of additional 
labor performed by him, commencing from the time em- 
ployed, deducting therefrom the per diem already paid him. 


I cannot, 


Mr. BARRY. I object, most distinctly, for the 
reasons which I stated before. 

Mr. ASHE. If the gentleman will allow me, 
I will state the circumstances of this case. 

Mr. BARRY. It will do no good; for I object. 
I have been trying to reporta bill for a long time, 
and I want the opportunity of doing so to-day. 

Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill abolishing 
the franking privilege. 

Mr. ASHE. Ifany objection can prevent that 
bill from being reported, | object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentléman has the right 
to report it. 
The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
its passage. 

Mr. OLDS. I have no objection to the bill 
being put upon its passage, if that is the wish of 


the House 

Mr. PRINGLE. | object. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I would suggest 
that nearly all these objections arise from the 
fact that we are now acting under a suspension of 
the rules. I hope the balance of the committees 
will be called through for reports, and it will then 
be in order to proceed to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will adopt the 
Suggestion of the gentleman from Louisiana, and 
will entertain no other proposition out of order 
until the committees have been called through. 

Mr. BARRY, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill * to incorporate 
the Metropolitan Collegiate Institute of W ashing- 
ton;”’ which was read a first and second time b 
its title, referred to the Committee of the W hole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill concerning the apprehension and delivery 
of deserters from foreign vessels in the ports of 
the United States: 

A bill to provide for the payment of costs by the 
United States in certain cases; and 

A bill to authorize the adjudication in the courts 
of the United States of certain claims of officers of 
the customs. 

Mr. MAY. I now ask leave to offer a resolu- 
tion calling for information, that it may be fur- 
nished at the next session of Congress. 

It is as follows: 


I move that it be put upon 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be request- 
ed and authorized to ascertain and report to this House, 
at its next session, upon what terms suitable buildings for 
the use of the post office and courts of the United States 
in the city of Baltimore, Maryland, can be purchased, or 
built, the same to be erected iu a convenient and central 
place in said city; and that he report the various proposi- 
tiens on this subject that he may receive, or have consid- 


ered, and his opinion on the same, and which is best for 
the pubhe interest. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
amend that resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order, unless 
the amendment gives rise to debate, and in that 
case the resolution cannot be considered. 

Mr. LETCHER. { should like to have the 
same inquiry proposed as to Clarksburg, Wheel- 
ing, Charlestown, and Wytheville, to know what 
post offices and court-houses would cost there. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Have all the com- 
mittees been called > 

The SPEAKER. They have not. 

Mr. JONES. Then [ shal! object to the reso- 
lution until all the committees are called. When 
they are called. | shall withdraw my objection. 

he SPEAKER. Reports are siill in order 
| from the Committee on the J udiciary. 


Would it be in order to 
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Mr. JONES. At the request of gentlemen, I 
withdraw my objection to the resolution submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Marvland. 

Mr.LETCHER. Afier the word **Maryland,”’ 
in the resolution, | move to add the following: 
“and the towns of Staunton, Wheeling, Clarks- 
burg, Charlestown, and Wytheville, Virginia.’’ 

Mr. MAY. I accept the gentleman’s amend- 
ment a9 a modification of the resolution. 

Mr. KNOX. I object to thejresolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Let us proceed 
with the call of committees. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill ‘*for the 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Captain Presley Thornton, deceased ;” which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported adversely on the petition of the heirs 
of Ovediah Hardesty for eighty dollars bounty 
and interest, and for one hundred acres of bounty 
land; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr.LETCHER. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment to the resolution of the gentleman from 
Maryland, { Mr. May.) 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia withdrawae his amendment to the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland. Is there 
objection upon the part of any other gentleman? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the Com- 
mitteeon Public Lands, reported a ‘bill to establish 
an additional land district in the State of Wiscon- 
sin;’’ which was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Asa matter of course, it is 
to be established at the will of the President. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr EASTMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. 
in the first place expressly that bills to which no 
objection was made should be reported. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, from the Com- 
mitte on Public Lands, reported a bill ** te quiet 
the title to certain lands in the county of Monroe, 
Michigan;’’ which was read a first and second 
ume by its title. 

Mr. NOBLE. This isa bill to quiet the title 
arising out of the different surveys which left 
some vacuncies between the private land claims 
and the public lands. It is to quiet the title to 
two thousand acres in the aggregate. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 


Mr. LETCHER. To save time, 1 object to | 
Let it be referred to the Committee of 


that bill 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

ft was so ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan. I understand 
that this morning, when disposing of the business 
on the Speaker’s table, resolution No. 23, for the 


military lands made in the State of Michigan, was 
taken up and objected to. I wish to say to the 


House that that resolution was drawn up by the | 
"Commissioner of Public Lands, and that it is very || 
I wish now to have | 


desirable that it be passed. 
it taken up. 
The resolution was read by its title, as follows: 


Senate resolution (No. 27) for the confirmation | 


of certain entries and locations of military lands 
made in the State of Michigan. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


of that resolution now. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Some three | 


hours ago { asked to introduce a bill, but I have 
not yet succeeded in doing so, for the reason that 
I gave way to allow other motions to be presented. 
All I want is to have the bill referred. 


the war of 1812, and the Indian wars prior thereto, 
and to their widows;’’ which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. PRINGLE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the following joint resolution: 


Resolved, That the several pension laws, and bounty 
tand laws, shall not be so construed as to exclude from the 
benefits thereof, Indians belonging to the Seneca nation of 


Unanimous consent was given | 


I object to the consideration | 


| Government. 
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Indians who served in the war of 1812, where, by the terms 


of such laws, Indians are now excepted and excluded. 


Mr. PRINGLE. 
be put upon its passage. 

No objection bewg made, the resolution was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time; 


and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the | 


third me, and passed. 

Mr. HAVEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed, and also to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE, 


put it upon its passage. 
and meritorious bill, for the relief of Robert G. 
Thompson. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
tees still being called? 

The SPEAKER. They have not been called 
through yet. 

Mr. JONES. Then [ object to taking up any 
bills until the committees are called through. 1 
have been here a long time waiting to get a bill in. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I asked the House some 


Are the commit- 


time since Lo appoint a committee upon a memo- | 
The com- | 
mittee was appointed, and it is now preparing a | 
I understand that | 


rial from the Smithsonian Institute. 


report, but has not finished it. 
the committee expires with the expiration of the 
present session of Congress. 


at the next session. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE. 


on Military Affairs, | desire to ask what is the 


proper disposition for committees to make of the | 


papers in their charge upon which no action has 
been had? ‘ 


TheSPEAKER. Let them remain in the sev- 


eral committee rooms, and they will be taken care | 
of and restored to the committees again at the | 


next session of Congress. 

Mr. DAWSON. I ask the consent of the 
House to allow me to offer a resolution. 

Mr. WALSH. Is it the report of a committee? 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir. 
Charles J. Ingersoll the per diem and mileage to 
which he is entitled under the usual custom of the 
House for the Twenty-Sixth Congress. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
gentleman that the order of the House for calling 
committees for reports is still unexecuted. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I hopetheChair will enter- 
tain no special motion unti! the order of the House 
for calling committees has been executed. 


Mr. CRAIGE. 


Treasury building; and also to construct build- 
ings for the War, Navy, and Interior Depart- 


' é . ; ments, with a view of putting it upon its passage. 
confirmation of certain entries and locations of | 


The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina is not in order. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
of the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN.. [I object. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his objection. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 1 will withdraw my ob- 


jection as soon as the call of committees for reports 


has been concluded. But until that time, 1 will 


— to everything else. 


r. CRAIGE. 


I desire to state the objects of 
the bill. 


Itis to provide for completing the Treas- 


/ury Buildiag, and for erecting suitable buildings 


for the War, Navy,and other Departments of the 
It is to provide for what has been 
recommended by every Administration, from Gen- 


| eral Jackson’s down to the present da 
No objection being made, Mr. W.. introduced a | 
bill ‘* granting pensions to all persons engaged in 


{Loud cries of ** Order !’’ * Order!" 
Mr. CRAIGE. I will state to the House that 
was informed by the Secretary of the Treas- 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made to any 





I 
ur 


| explanation. 


r. CRAIGE. I desire to make a statement 


|| which will remove all objection to the bill being 
| put on its passage. 


The SPEAKER. Objection has been made by 
half a dozen to any explanation. 


! ask that theresolution may | 


l ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 338, and | 
It is a very important | 


I move that the | 
committee may be permitted to make their report | 


As a member of the Committee | 


It is to pay to | 


I ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to report back Senate bill (No. 227) 
to authorize the extension and completion of the | 


I ask the unanimous consent | 





Eeciietensieinaee 


Mr. CRAIGE. That being the 
resume my seat. 

Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on R 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill * for 1) - 
lief of Esther Lovejoy;” which was read “yn 
and second time by its title, referred toa c - 
mittee of the Whole House, and, withthe g <n 
panying report, ordered to be printed. _ 

Mr. LETCHER. I move the House do n 
adjourn. The Senate have adjourned. ” 

The SPEAKER, The Chair would beg th 
gentleman to withdraw his motion until +1 ; 
sents a communication from the War Devan, 
ment. F 
Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw it for that pur 
pose. 





case, | thal 


NATIONAL ARMORIES., 
The SPEAKER then laid before the House 

4 
communication from the War Department, stati, 
that among the papers transmitted in the report 
of yesterday in answer to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 3]st ultimo 
there was a letter from the Secretary of the Inie. 
rior, stating that the Commissioner of the Public 
Buildings and Grounds, when the chairman of the 
select committee was applicant for that office, had 
the supervision of the Capitol extension, and the 
statement was referred to in the report in recapity. 
lating the contents of the paper submitted. Th, 
Secretary of War submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, stating that his 
report above referred to was erroneous in that 
particular, and that the Capitol extension was not 
under the supervision of the Commissioner of ths 
Public Buildings and Grounds when the applica- 
tion was made. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move thy 
the communication be laid upon the table and 
printed, as a part of the communication yesterday 
received from the Secretary of War. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered 

Mr. LETCHER. I renew the motion thatthe 
House do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKE After four o’clock the House 
could not, perhaps, under the rules, if objected to, 
receive reports from any committee of conference, 

Mr. LETCHER. That is understood. 


LOSS OF THE MAIL STEAMER BILL, 
Mr. HOUSTON. The committee of confer. 
ence upon the ocean mail steamer bill have disa- 
greed. The Senate committee having possession 


| of the papers made a report to the Senate, and 
| debated it awhile; but ! understand now that the 


Senate have adjourned until to-morrow, which 


| kills the ocean mail steamer bill for this year. 


1 would like, if it isin order, to movea reconsid- 
eration of the vote by which House bill No. 46] 
was committed to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be entered, 
but not considered now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My attention had been 
called to the bill by a Senator, who asked me to 
take charge of it for him. 1 was not here when 
it was referred, and my object is to reconsider the 


| vote by which it was referred, so as to bring it 


before the House and pass it. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It isa private claim for the 
relief in some way of the Indian Bureau. | know 
nothing about the case except 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If that is all the explana- 
tion the gentleman can give, I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. My col- 
league in the Senate has informed me that some 





| papers were carried to Berkeley Springs by Gen- 
_ eral Suteips, who has gone to see Colonel Bissett, 
in favor of making a port of delivery at Rock 


Island. I ask the unanimous consent of the 


| House—— 


Mr. CAMPBELL. It would be the entering 
wedge for a custom-house, and we can take the 
subject up the next session. 

Mr. BOCOCK. | wish to submit a privileged 
question to the Chair. It was agreed this morning 
—and | ask the attention of the Speaker to this 
point—that after four o’clock this evening no mo- 
tion should bein order except a motidn to adjourn. 
Now, if we adjourn to-day we adjourn to meet 
to-morrow at ten o’clock, and if we adjourn to- 
morrow, we adjourn to meet on Monday at ten 
o’clock, unless we fix some other time. 

The SPEAKER. It is fixed at eight o’clock. 
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utr, ROBBINS. ‘ : 
“he House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 
) No. 454, ** for the relief of Charles W. Car- 


vl LETCHER. That will not go. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It ought to go. 

\fr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senate have 
adiourned, and we can do nothing more here upon 
oi ich they can act, and therefore | move that we 

hourn. 
=. JONES, of Louisiana. Is this question of 

ynment a debatable question ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 
Mr. JONES. Well, then, | hope the House 
will not adjourn. 3 

Mr. COBB. I want to have a Senate bill re- 
ferred; and | hope I shall be allowed the privilege 
of having it done. I trust my friend ‘from New 

ck (Mr. Wars] will not object. {Laughter.] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw my 

mouon. 
“Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a privileged mo- 
‘ion, 1 move that when the House adjourns, it 
ajjourn to meet on Monday morning at seven 
oe om k. ’ 

(Cries of ** That is right!’’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
had better meet to-morrow, and close up all the 

isiness 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The question is not debatable at 

Mr. COBB. I hope the House will allow meto 
report the bill which I have here, 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 renew the motion to ad- 


atl 
a 


urn. 

‘ TheSPEAKER. The motion having been 
withdrawn by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
‘Mr. Jones,} and the gentleman from Alabama 
Mr. Coss] being on the floor at the moment, he 
is entitled to be heard. 


NEW LAND DISTRICT IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Florida [Mr. 
Maxwett] is deeply interested in the organization 
of a land district in the southern part of his State, 
remote from any other land district? I havea bill 
here for that purpose, which I wish to introduce. 
I have also a letter from the Commissioner of Pub- 
ic Lands stating the necessity which exists for 
the organization of a new land district. The gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Waxsn] made an 
objection a moment ago, but he is now satisfied of 
the facts, and withdraws his objection. I trust, 
now, that nobody else will object, and that the bill 
will be allowed to pass. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. It 
creates a new land district in the southern portion 
of Florida, to be called the district of Tampa; the 
act to take effect at the expiration of six months 
from Its passage. 

Mr.EASTMAN. A bill was reported this morn- 
ing by the Committee on Public Lands providing for 
the establishment of a land district in Wisconsin, 
and it was objected to. 
of the country have to travel two hundred and 
forty miles to the land office, and it was to remedy 
that that the bill in question was reported for the 
organization of an additional land office in Wis- 
consin, on the same terms precisely as this. | 
therefore object. 

Mr. ROWE, (at ten minutes before two, p.m.) 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. For" the purpose of ena- 
bling the bills to be signed, I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet to-morrow at 
ten o’clock. 


The SPEAKER. The House meets regularly 
at that hour. : 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I withdraw the motionthen. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I desire to withdraw my 
objections to the establishment of a land district 
in the State of Florida. 

No further objection being made, the bill was 
ordered to be read a third time, and was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. ASHE. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
pay to Johu Costin, a laborer employed in the office of the 
Clerk, two dollars per day in consideration of the addi- 
tional labor performed by him, commencing from the time 


nigmoved, deducting therefrom the per diem already paid 
I. 


L ask the unanimous consent || [Cries of ** All right *) 


I think the House * 


The people in that portion | 
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Mr. ROWE. | insist upon my motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
sills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles, which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Mathew Jack, dleceased; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach; 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1855; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Henry Lewis, of Clin- 

ton county, Indiana; 

| An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George M. Girk; 

| An act for the relief of James Capen; 

An act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and oth- 
ers; 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs of Ben- 
jamin Metoyer; s 

| An act for the relief of Robert F. McGuire, and 
Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy; 

An act for the relief of Julia Aikin; 

| An act authorizing the payment of balance of 
the property accounts between the United States 

| and the State of New York, for military stores in 

| the war of 18]2; 

An act for the relief of John S. King, of Vir- 

ginia; 
| An act for the relief of the inhabitants of town- 
ship forty-five, range one, in Warren county, 
| Missouri; 

An act for the relief of A. S. Laughrey; and 

An act to carry into effect a treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain, signed on the 5th 
day of June, 1854. 
| ‘The question then recurred on the motion to 

adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call upon the gentleman 
to withdraw that motion to adjourn for a moment, 
for the purpose of allowing me to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution. 


Mr. ROWE. I will withdraw the motion until 
I can hear the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 
| the House that if they wish to place all the stand- 
ing committees of the House upon the same 
footing, it will not take more than five minutes to 
call through those yet remaining. 


Mr. ASHE. What has become of the resolu- 
tion which | offered ? 
The SPEAKER. 

to adjourn. 
| Mr. WALSH. And what has become of the 
motion te adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. It was withdrawn. The 
Chair again asks if it is the pleasure of the House 
| that the“call of committees for reports shall pro- 
ceed ? 

Mr. ROWE. How many committees are left? 

The SPEAKER. Not more than five or six. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask leave of the House to 
withdraw a motion made by me to reconsider the 
vote of the House upon the resolution directing 
the President to commence legal proceedings 
against those who have received moneys from the 
Gardiner claim. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. ; 

TheSPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the gentleman has the right to withdraw his mo- 
on. 

Mr. WALSH. Then I object to the gentle- 
man’s asking as a privilege what he has a right 
to do. 

Mr. PHILLIPS then withdrew his motion to 
| reconsider. 

Mr. LILLY. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 
| consideration of Senate bill (No. 337) “ for the 
| relief of Eliza M. Evans.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. | object. 

Mr. LILLY. Is it in order to move a suspen- 
sion of the rules? 

TheSPEAKER. It is not; for the committees 

have not yet been called. 
| Mr. HENN. I think that I have been rather 
\| badly treated by the House this morning, in ob- 
'| jecting to a bill which I was allowed, by unani- 


It was cut off by the motion 
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mous consent, to take up. | do not propose that 
the House shall consider that bill now. Being on 
the Committee on Enrolled Biils, I have not been 
able to be in the House at umes when one could 
get the floor. I now ask it as a personal favor, 
that the House will take up and pass a litle bill 
confirming the schoo! titles to about two thousand 
acres of land in the United States—about one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of which are in my State. 

Mr. WALSH. To whom are they to go? 

Mr. HENN. They go to the schools. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I certainly have 
no knowledge of any understanding between the 
gentleman from lowa and myself, either express 
or implied. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order. 

Mr. HENN. The bill to which I refer is in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; to which it was referred early in the ses- 
sion 

Mr. GROW. 
adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow me to otter a resolution 
which | think will be unanimously adopted. If 
there be objection to it, | will not even move a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HENN. I would appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion to ad- 


journ, until the bill to which | have referred has 
been acted on, 


Mr. LETCHER. 
gentleman from lowa. 

Mr. HENN. Then I shal! object to every- 
thing except the regular business ot signing bills. 

The SPEAKER. There is pending a motion 
that the House do now adjourn, 

Mr. MILLSON. Has nota motion to fix the 
time to which the House shall adjourn precedence 
of that motion? | move that when this House 
adjourns to-morrow, itadjourn to meeton Monday 
at a quarter before eight o’clock, or seven, or 
any other hour that will suit members. Now, 
by the order under which we are acting, we ad- 

journ from one day to meet at ten o’clock the 
nextday. So, if the House adjourn to-morrow, 
they will adjourn ull Monday two hours after 
the time pr for adjournment, unless the Chair 
shall decide that, under the resolution adopted to- 
day, it will be competent for the House to-mor- 
row 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order. 
The subject is not debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman of Virginia 
claimed the floor upon a privileged question. 

Mr. MILLSON. Ido not desire to debate the 
matter. I move that when the House adjourns 
to-morrow, it adjourn to meet some time on Mon- 
day, say half-past seven o’clock in the morning. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia submits a motion that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Monday, at half- 
past seven o'clock. 

Mr. MILLSON. I was about to make this 
further suggestion. If we do not do this, we might 
be placed in an anomalous condition. The Senate 
might be in session on Monday at eight o’clock; 
and they are not prevented from adopting resolu- 
tions and taking votes to-morrow; while we,if we 
adjourn to-morrow at ten o’clock, would close our 
session at that time, and cease to have a legal ex- 
istence, and present the anomalous condition of 
the two Houses adjourning at different pericds 

The SPEAKER, It is true, as the gentleman 
from Virginia states, if the House adjourns to-mor- 
row, it will adjourn, according to its own order, 
to meet at ten o’clock, two hours after the time 
fixed by the resolution adopted to-day. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Miuison’s 
motion; and it was agreed to, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I send a resolution to the 
Clerk’s table to be read for information. If there 
be a single objection, | promise that I wil! not 
move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has received an 
intimation that there will be an Executive commu- 
nication sent to the House ina few minutes. The 
Chair proposes that the House take a recess for 
half an hour 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, in the mean time, I 
ask to have my resolution read; and if there be 


the slightest objection made, | will withdraw it. 
* Mr. WALSH. I object. 


I move that the House do now 


I object to the bill of the 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, (at twenty minutes past 
two o’clock.) ‘Then | move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. And on that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CAMPBEL I withdraw my motion to 
adjourn; and | now move to suspend the rules, in 
order that my resolution may be read. 

The SPEAKER. The rules are suspended; 
and there is only one committee more to be called. 





Mr. CAMPBELL. Then let that other com- . 


mittee be called. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order now 
for me to make the statement which I desired to 
make some time ago? 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ASHE. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness will be the cail of the committee . 

Reports are now in order from the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. LETCHER, I wish to know whether it 
is in order to move to reconsider the vote by 
which my colleague’s [Mr. Mitison’s}] motion 
was agreed to? And then I wish to know whether 
it is in order to debate that motion? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
in order; but it is not in order to debate it at all. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, will it be in order to 
have a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move a call of the 
Elpuse. 

Mr. DAWSON. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn, 

Mr. LETCHER. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
18, nays 81. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Pending the call of the roll, a message, in 
writing, was received from the President of the 


I object. 
I move that the House do 


United States, by Smpnwey Wesster, Esq., his | 
? 


Private Secretary. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Speaker: 

An act to establish certain additional post roads; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
Virginia; 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of New York; and 

Joint resolution making appropriation for the 
payment to those entitled to the benefits of the 


resolution of the House of Representatives of the | 


United States, passed August 3, 1854, voting 
extra compensation to pages, folders, and others, 

The question recurred upon the motion that 
there be a call of the House. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 


THE CONGR 








read; but if there is not a sufficient number here 
to act upon it after it is read, | do not want it read 
now, nor until we can act upon it 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is com- 
petent for the gentlemen present to hear the mes- 
sage read, but that it would not be competent to 
act upon the message by a vote. ‘he Chair states 


legislatively. 
Mr. HAVEN. Then 
of the message. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that it was || 


competent for the gentlemen present, if they 
choose to do so, to hear the message read; but 
that it was not competent for them to act upon it. 

Mr. HAVEN. But | want action upon the 
message, if we hear it read; and | do not want to 
hear it unless we can act upon it, 

Mr. ORR. Under the resolution which has 
been adopted by the House to-day, providing for 


/an adjournment, the House, even if there were a 


quorum present, could not act upon it after four || 
'| present. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the message 


o’clock to-day. 


be read. 


The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 


| message will be read; but if it is objected to, the 


| of order, there being no quorum present. 


Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. ‘Then I most respectfully 


take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. || 


We.can hear without a quorum, but we cannot 
act. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. If a motion for a call of 
the House has not been made, I now make it. 
The SPEAKER. 


4 


; 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; 
| 


The Chair decides that the | 


motion of the gentleman from Ohio takes prece- | 


dence of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Alabama, and it will be the first thing in order; 
and the Chair does decide that less than a quorum 
cannot legislate at all. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The Chair does not appear 


| to understand me. 


1} 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 


gentleman, and decides that the message cannot 


| be read, as objection is made. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
The SPEAKER. Unless by unanimous con- 


|| sent, it cannot. 


| 
| 


| 


| motion except for a call of the House 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. | desire to move 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that no 
motion is in order, and that he will entertain no 
The Con- 
stitution decides that question, and the Chair has 





| no discretion in reference to the matter. 


if there is not a message from the President upon | 


the Speaker’s table? 


quorum present, 

Mr. JONES. That makes no difference. 

[Cries of ** Read the message!” and ‘* Let us 
have it!” 

The SPEAKER, If it is the pleasure of the 
House, the Chair will present the message. 

Mr. HAVEN. Iam very desirous of hearing 
the message, whatever it may be; but I do not 
want to hear it, except under such circumstances 
that we can act upon it after we have heard it. 


Mr. JONES. Wecan havea full House to- | 


morrow. 
Mr. KERR. 


adjourn. 


I move that the House do now | 


The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, | 


inasmuch as the House has but just now refused 
to adjourn, and no business has since been trans- 
acted. 

Mr. WALSH. Can the message be read if 


any one member objects? 


The SPEAKER. It cannot, no quorum being 
present, 
Mr. WALSH. Then I object. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


ii 
i} 


Mr. WALSH. Is it in order to move to lay 
the motion that there be a call of the House 
upon the table? 


The SPEAKER. It is not, for the reason that 


it is not debatable,and nothing would be accom- | 


plished by it. 
Mr. WALSH. 

do now adjourn. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


to inquire whether, if the motion be carried, the 
House will adjourn to meet to-morrow at ten 
o’clock ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Ms. JONES. Then | desire to say that the 


I desire to | 
_ ask if the message cannot be read for information ? 


I move, then, that the House | 


Before the ques- | 


. : ‘| tion is put upon the motion to adjourn, I desire 
The SPEAKER, There is; but there is no || 


Senate have adjourned until twelve o’clock to- | 


morrow, and thatif we meet at ten, we can do 

nothing unul that time. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 

making an argument. 
Mr. JONES. 


only wished to have the House understand that if | 


I object to the gentleman | 
| of their claim, submitted a report, accompanied by 
1 am not making an argument; | | 


| 


they meet to-morrow at ten o’clock, they must | 


sit here for two hours, when it will not be possible 
for them to transact any business. I move that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


Che SPEAKER. There is no quorum present, | 


and the House cannot make the order without. 
The question was taken on Mr. Waxsn’s mo- 
tion; and the House refused to adjourn. 


there be a call of the House. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. | demand the yeas and 


I desire to hear the message || nays. 


| son, English, Everhart, Farley, H 
McCulloch, Matteson, 


I object to the reading ] 


| Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 





i} —19. 
that no number less than a quorum can act at all |} 


August 3. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, 
The question was then taken; and decided 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 74; as follows: " 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Campbell, Edm 
Farley Haven, Hunt, Ker pet 
B. W mith Miller, Pringle, Sabin, Byje 
- Washburne, John Wentworth, and Tappan Wentwons 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Wij; 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly Barksdale, Barry, Belcher B 
nett, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Caruthers, ¢ en. 
Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb cue 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Dunham, ba + Curtis, 


ton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Gamble, Goode, Geo). 


Hendri ch, 
bard, George W. Sones, Roland Jones, Renae Hib. 
Lilly, Lindstey, MeMullin, McNair, MeQueen, Mac — 
Millson, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, John Perkins Pri 7, 
Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Rowe, Ruffin, Shaw Sin ipa 
Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William Roane 


Allen, 


George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Strat — 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Trout, Walley, Walsh, ana Woe 


So the House refused to order a call, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is no 
I move that the House do now 
The motion was agreed to; and 
Thereupon (at quarter past three 0’clock, p 


quorum 
adjourn, 


| m.) the House adjourned until to-morrow at ten 
| o’clock, a. m. 

Chair thinks the reading of the message would be} 
legislative proceeding, and that it would be out || 


IN SENATE. 


Tuourspay, August 3, 1854, 
The Senate met at ten o’clock, a. m. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, the reading of the 
Journal was dispensed with. 


ORDER OF BUSINESs, 
Mr.GWIN. I move that the Senate Postpone 
all prior orders, and proceed with the unfinished 
business of yesterday—the naval appropriation 
bill 
Mr. MASON. 





I submit to the Senator, that 


| as the Senate is very thin at this hour of the morn. 


ing, he had better allow us a short time to make 
reports from committees. 


The PRESIDENT. Petitions are first in order, 
PETITION, 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
the surviving children and heirs-at-law of Lemuel 
B. Mason, an officer in the continental line of the 
Revolutionary Army, praying to be allowed com- 
mutation pay; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. ROCKWELL, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the petition 
and papers of Thomas Sumner, copies of which papers are 
to be left on the files of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 

Ordered, That Jonas P. Levy and José Maria Jarrero have 
leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the petition of 
Betsey W. Eve, widow of Joseph Eve, praying 
to be allowed certain expenses incurred by her 
husband while chargé d’affaires to the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for her relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Samuel A. Belden& 
Co., claimants against Mexico under the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, for losses and damages sus- 
tained from the confiscation of merchandise by the 
officials of the Republic of Mexico, praying that 
measures may be adopted to secure the payment 


a bill for their relief; which was read, and passed 
toa second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Charles D. Arfwed- 
son, praying compensation for services as chargé 
d'affaires ad interim at the Court of Stockholm, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 


‘| ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


|| was referred the memorial of J. Balestier, praying 
The question then reeurred upon the motion that | remuneration for certain expenses incurred whi 


| 





special agent of the United States to southeaster! 
Asia, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 
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